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Biography. 


MEMOIR OF THE HON. ROGER SHERMAN, ESQ. 


Senator of the United States of America, who deceafed Fuly 23d, 1793, 
in New Haven, ConneGicut. Extra&ed from a Sermon, delivered at 


his Funeral, by Fonathan Edwards, D. D. 


HE death of that eminent and excellent man, whofe re- 
mains are now to be laid in the dult, is a fource of affliction 
in feveral refpeéts ; it is fo to his family, to all his friends, to the 
church of which he was a member, to this city, * to the State and 
to the United States. In this death they have all fultained a lofs. 
That we may rightly eltimate this lofs, and be properly humbled 
under the divine chattifement, let us take a brief furvey of his life 
and character. 

He was born at Newton in Maffachufetts, April 19, 1721. 
He was the fon of Mr. Wiiliam Sherman, the fon of Jofeph Sher- 
man, the fon of Capt. John Sherman, who came from Ded- 
ham in England to Watertown in Maffachufetts, about the year 
1635. He was not favoured with a public education or even 
with a private tutor. His fuperior improvements arofe from his 
fuperior genius, from his thirit for knowledge and from his per- 
fonal exertions and 4mdefatigable induitry in the purfuit of it. ¢ 
By thefe he attained to a very confiderable fhare of knowledge in 
general, particularly in his own native language, in logic, geog~ 
raphy, mathematics, the general principles of philofophy, hilttory, 
theology, and above all in law and politics, ‘Thefe lait were his 
favourite ftudies, and in thefe he excelled. If he in this manner 

attained 
* New Haven. 

+ Hence with great propriety the poet speaking of the declaration of 
Independence by Congress, in which Mr. Sherman acted a distinguished 
part, says, The self-taught Sherman urg’d hie reasons clear.” 
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attained to the iame improvements and capacity of ufefulnefs, to 
winch others attain not without the greateit advantages of educa- 
tion, how far would he have outitripped them, had he been fa- 
voured with their advantages ! 

His father died when he was but nineteen years old, and from 
that time the care of his mother, who lived to a great age, and 
the education of a numerous family of brothers and filters, were 
devolved-on him. In this part of his life, filtal piety to a parent 
at length»worn out by age, both as to body and mind; and fra- 
ternal affection to his brothers and filters, now in a good meafure 
dependent on him, appeared m an unufual degree. Though 
cramped in his own education, he aflifted, by advancements of his. 
own property, two of his brethren to a liberal education. 

Before he was twenty-one, he made a public profeflion of re- 
ligion, which he adorned through life. 

He eame to this then colony of Conneéticut, and fettled at 
New Milford ia June, 1743, being then twenty-two years of age ; 
and at the age of twenty-cight was married to Mifs Elizabeth 
Hartwell of Stoughton in Maffachufetts, by whom he had feven 
children, two of whom died young at New Milford, and two fince 
he refided in this town His wife died in OGtober, 1760. At 
New Milford he was much refpetted by his fellow-citizens, and 
much employed in public bufinefs. In 1745, within two years of 
his removal into the colony, and when he was of the age of twen- 
ty-four, he was appointed a furveyor of lands for the county 
in which he refided ; which is a proof of his early improvement in 
mathematical knowledge. 

_ Although he was not educated a lawyer, yet by his abilities and 
application, he had acquired fuch knowledge in the law, and fuch 
a reputation as a counfellor, that he was perfuaded by his friends 
to come forward to the bar, and was accordingly admitted an at- 
torney at law, in December, 1754. The next year he was ap- 
pointed a jultice of the peace, and was chofen by the freemen of 
the town to reprefent them in the legiflature, as he was generally 
thenceforward, during his continuance at New Milford. Alfo he 
fultained the office of a deacon in the church in that tewn. 

_He continued to praéctife the law with reputation, till May, 
1759, when he was appointed a juftice of the Court of Commor 
Pleas for the county. 

.He removed to this town,* in the year 1761. Having loft his 
wife, as was before obferved, he was in May, 1763, married to 
Mifs Rebecca Prefeot of Danvers in Maffachufetts, by whom he 
had eight children, feven of whom are now living. 

After his removal to this town, he was made a juftice of the 
peace for the county of New Haven, frequently reprefented the 
. tewn ia the legiflature, and in 1765 was appointed one of the 
juttices 
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juitices of the Court of Common Pleas for this county. He was 
_ for many years the Trealurer of the college in this city, and re- 
ceived an honourary degree of Mafter of Arts. 

In 1766, he was by the voice of the freemen of the colony at 
large, chofen an affittant, and in the fame year was appointed a 
judge of the Superior Court. This laft office he fultained for 
twenty-three years, and the office of an affiftant for nineteen 
years ; after which the law was enaéted rendering the two offices 
ancompatible, and he chofe to continue in the office of a Judge. 

He was a member of the firit Congrefs in 17 745 he was pref- 
ent and figned the g}orious a& of Independence in 1776; and in- 
variably continued a member of Cengrefs, from the firft Con- 
grefs till his death, whenever the law requiring a rotation in the 
reprefentation admitted it. 

In the time of the war he was a member of the Governor’s 
council of fafety of this State. 

About the clofe of the late war, the legiflature of this State re- 
folved, that the laws of the State fhould be revifed and amended ; 
and Mr. Sherman was one of a committee of two, to whom this 
fervice was afligned ; their proceedings being fubje& to correction 
by the legiflature itfelf: aud he performed this arduous fervice 
with great approbation. 

In 1787 he was appointed by the State a delegate to the Gener- 
al Convention to form the federal conftitution of the United 
States ; and he acted a confpicuous part in that bufinefs. In the 
convention of this State to deliberate concerning that Conftitution, 
he had great influence toward the adoption of it by this State. 

On the general adoption and ratification of the conftitution, he 
was elected a reprefentative of the State in Congrefs. As this of- 
fice was incompatible with the office of a judge, he then refigned 
the latter and fuftained the former till the year 1791, at which 
time a vacancy for this State happening in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, he was elected to fill it; and in this office he continued 
tll his death. 

On repeating thus briefly the hiftory of this eminent and excel- 
lent man, it is worthy of remark, that though he fultained fo 
many different offices in civil government, to ‘all which he was 
promoted by. the free election of his fellow. citizens, and in moft of 
which he could not, without a new election continue longer than 
a year; and in the reft, except one, he could not, without a new 
election, continue longer than two, three or four years; and al 
though for all thefe offices there were, as there 2iways are in pop- 
ular governments, many competitors at every eledtion: yet our 
deceafed friend was never removed from any one of them, but by 
promotion, or by act of legiflature requiring a rotation, or render- 
ing the offices incompatible with each other. Nor-with th: re- 
ftrigtion juft mentioned, did he ever lofe his election to any office 
t9 
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to which he had been once eleéted, excepting his eleétion as a 
reprefentative of the town in the legiflature of the State ; which 
office. we all know, is almoft conftantly fhifting. This fhows to 
how great a degree and how invariably he poffeffed the confidence 
of his fellow-citizens. They found by experience, that both his 
abilities and his integrity merited their confidence. 

Befide this brief hiftory, perhaps fome further account of Mr, 
Sherman will on this occafion be expected. 

I need not inform you, that his perfon was tall, unufually ere& 
and well proportioned, and his countenance agreeable and manly. 
His abilities were remarkable, not brilliant, but folid, penetrating 
and capable of deep and long inveftigation. In fuch inveltigation 
he was greatly aflifted by his patient and unremitting application 
and perfeverance. While others, weary of a fhort attention to bu- 
fineis, were relaxing themfelves in thoughtlefs inattention or dif_i- 
pation, he was employed in profecuting the fame bufinefs, either 
by revolving it in his mind and ripening his own thoughts upon 
it, or in conferring with others. 

It has been obierved, that he had a ta%e-for general improve- 
ment, and did aétually improve himtelf in fcience in general. He 
could with reputation to himielf and improvement to others, 
converfe on the moft important fubjects of theology. 1 con- 
fefs myielf to have often been entertained, and in the general 
courfe of my long and intimate acquaintance with him, to have 
been much improved by his obiervations on the principal fubjects 
of doétrinal and practical divinity. 

But his proper line was politics. For ufefulnefs and excellence 
in this line he was qualified not only by his acute difcernment and 
found judgment, but efpecially by his knowledge of human nature. 
He had a happy talent of juiging what was feafible and what was 
not feafible, or what men would bear,,and what they would not 
bear in government. And he had a rare talent of prudence, or 
of timing and adapting his meatures to the attainment of bis end. 
By this talent, by his perieverance and his indetatigable application, 
together with his general good fenfe and known integrity, he fel- 
dom failed of carrying any point in government which he under- 
took. and which he efteemed important to the public good. His 
abilities and fuccefs as a politician were fucceflively Proved in the 
Legiflature of this State and in Congrefs; and his great and 
merited influence in both thoie bodies, has been, I believe, univer- 
fally acknowledged. 

As he was always induftrious, he was always ready to difcharge 
the various duties of his various offices. In the difcharge of 
thofe duties, as well as in the more private offices of friendfhip, 
he wus firm and might be depended on. 

That he was generous and ready to communicate, I can teftify 
from my own experience. He was ready to bear his part of the 
expenfe 
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expenie of thofe defigns, public and private, which he efteemed 
ufeful : and he was given to hofpitality. 

As he was a profeflor of religion, fo he was not afhamed to be- 
friend it, to appear openly on the Lord’s fide, or to avow and de- 
fend the peculiar doétrines of grace. He was exemplary in at- 
tending all the inftitutions of the gofpel, in the practice of virtue 
‘in general, and in fhowing himfelf friendly to all good men. 
Therefore in his death, virtue, religion and good men have fuf- 
tained the lofs of a fincere, an able and a bold friend, a friend 
who was in an elevated fituation, and who was therefore by his 
countenance and fupport able to afford them the more effectual 
aid. 

In private life, though he was naturally referved and of few 
words, yet in converfation on matters of importance, he was free 
and communicative. With all his elevation and all his honours, 
he was not at all lifted up, but appeared perfectly unmoved. 

In the private relations of hufband, father, friend, &c. he was 
entirely kind, affeétionate, faithful and conftant. 

In fhort, whether we confider him in public or private life ; 
whether we confider him as a politician or a Chriftian, he was a 
great and a good man. The words of Dayid concerning Abner 
may, with great truth, be applied on this occafion ; Know ye not that 
there is a great man fallen this day in Tfrael ? 
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Religious Communications, 


EXPERIENCE OF 





ROM my youth I was trained up in all religious duties, in a 

Rtriét obfervance of the Sabbath, always to attend public wor- 
fhip, read my Bible, attend family duties, &c. and in every other 
thing which was in he power of religious parents to inftrué their 
children: and from the ftri& obfervance of all thofe moral duties, 
thought myfelf very good. From what motive it is impoffible to 
tell, but my heart always arofe in oppofition againft the doétrine 
of fovereign grace, eleétion, &c.—and I could not have any idea 
of any perfon mentioning a theme fo abfurd as it appeared to me 
to be, and my heart arofe in oppofition againtt it. 

Ir appeared to me, as Adam’s fin was imputed to all, con- 
fequently Chrift by his fufferings made full atonement for a guilty 
world. The text in Corinthians, viz. “asin Adam all died, fo in 
Chrift fhall all be mad: alive,” appeared’ to prove to me that 
truth. I thought God was too merciful to create man for final 
condemnation, as it plainly was faid m Scripture that we could 
not 
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not do any thing without the power of God, and that it was not 
in man that walketh to direét his fteps ; that God was a hater of 
fin, and took no delight in the death of a finner ; that it would be 
unjuit to reafon that he would fuffer man to commit fins, which 
wou.d prove to his condemnation or eternal deftruction. I felt 
quite willing all fhould finally be faved as well as myfelf, and that 
it mult be a very felfith {pirit to plead to the reverfe; 1 ever avoid- 
ed all religious arguments, and generally left the room when 
this doctrine, which I fo much detelted, was the fubje&. I had 
great views of my own felf righteoufnefs, and I had for a jong 
time abfented myfelf from public worfhip on this fame account. 
I wifhed to do as I would be done by, and endeavoured to live a 
moral honeft life: I thought it a duty which was incumbent on 
all parents to give up their children to God in baptifm, which I 
then did. Thus | continued living I may fay an eafy and carelefs 
life, until it pleafed God to arreft and call up my attention, and to 
aroufe me from the lethargy in which I had fo long been. He gave 
me to fee my fituation out of Chrift, and that without the fpecial 
influence of his Spirit, perifh 1 muft. I attended public worthip 
one afternoon, when a quotation was made by the preacher from 
thefe words which are recorded in Ifaiah: “ Judgment alfo will I 
lay to the line and righteoufnefs to the plumet,” which words 
aroufed my attention. [he difcourfe was divided under three gen- 
eral heads, and then a fhortimprovement ; it called my mind to 
view the Scriptures different from what I ever had done before, al- 
though it was a fubjec&t which was fo difgufling (viz. that of elec- 
tien) yet I thought it was reafoned from with fo much candour, 
that it had a great weight on my mind, and I earneltly longed to © 
retire home to fearch for thofe texts which were alluded to, that 
I might be convinced whether the preacher or myfelf was in the 
error, as I think I could have repeated two thirds of his difcourfe. 
But what were my feelings, when on examining the Bible with the 
Rtrideft attention, that 1 might have fomething to relieve my mind 
and convince me that | had been right in my ideas; I fay what 
were my teclings when thofe words from the 27th Ifaiah were fet with 
power on my mind, “ He that made them will not have mercy 
on them, and he that formed them will fhow them no favour.” 
My views of religion were in an inftant changed, and I found I had 
no covert to fhelter me from the approaching ftorm, for in vain 
could I call on the hills or the rocks tocover me, Thefe words 
were my con{tant companions ; notwithftanding [ endeavoured te 
drive them, from me by afflembiing with company and pariaking 
in their amufements, and avoiding being alone as much as poffible. 
I now felt myfelf alienated from God, and that I had no lot nor 
portion there. And.Satan taking the advantage to perfuade me 
from a duty which | had always thought incumbent on me, viz. 
that of prayer, by reminding me that the prayers of the wicked 
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were an abomination to God, and that he that taketh his name in 
vain thould not be held guiltlefs, fuch was my fituation, | dared 
not approach the throne of grace, nor yet to unboiom my mind to 
any mortal, as 1 remembered it was faid in Scripture, “ work out 
your own talvation,” which I believed was fpoken for me. Some 
eccurrences taking place in the removal of one of my near friends 
by death gave me an opportunity to hide the real caute of my 
grict from my friends, they thinking that my trouble flowed from 
a different fource from what it really did, (althongh | withed to 
pay the tributary tear to my departed friend.) 1 have previoufly 
meationed giving up my chiidren in baptitm, which was a caufe 
ef great trouvie to me, thinking [I had given them to that God 
whom | dared not go to myicif. ‘i‘hus I continued for a long 
time without many mumenis of cafe from my mind. | now made 
the Scripture my couitant companion ; but what a different tound 
each pallage had io me irom what it had aforetime ! thofe paf- 
fages which IL had recoileéted to iupport the doétrine of univerial 
falvation, now called up my attention as the threatenings of God, 
and 1 found { had nothing to boatt of. In taking the facred vol- 
ume one day, the frit pailage, which opened to my view, was 
thefe words in Matthew. * sind ali things whatfoever ye afk in 
prayer, believing, ye thall receive.” O what a precious promife to 
a weary iimner, and what mult be my requeft but that 1 might 
have faith in Chrift and a repentant heart. Thus was | con- 
{trained to accept of the offers of the gofpel ; and blefled be God 
that 1 was made willing in the day of his power, and my ftubborn 
will bowed to his fovereign will ; that | can rejoice that my Ke- 
deemer liveth, and that he will perfe& his work wherever it is be- 
gun. lonthe next eve attended a lecture, when our difcourfe 
was from thele words in Peter, “ Unto thofe which believe he is 
precious.” A precious feafon I found it to my foul. I looked on 
the threatenings of God to be juit, and the promifes {weeter than 
honey,; how glorious did the divine attributes appear, and how did 
[ abhor myfelf for finning againft fo merciful a God. 1 then faw 
mylelf in the molt clear light to be nothing, and Chrilt my only 
hope. I have an earne(t defire that | may grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of Chrift, and though I am tempted many times 
with vain thoughts, yet my heart rifles in oppofition again{t them, 
I cannot find reft on my own works of righteoufnefs for 
juftification, becaufe that will be derogatory to the righteoutnefs 
of Chrift ; therefore | am willing to acknowledge that there is no 
juftification, but by the blood of Jefus. I cannot traft to any 
fhort of Chrift for pardon and remiflion of fin; and if by grace 
I am enabled to bring forth any fruit, meet for a gofpel repent- 
ance, for thefe I blefs God as a part of my duty and happinefs, 
and through grace I defire to embrace and acknowledge Chrift 
our Lord upon the terms in which he is effered in the goipel, 
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to believe his dorine, to truft and depend upon him,’ as 
the High Prieft of my profeffion, who makes atonement by 
his facrifice, to fubmit to his government as Lord and King. 
1 do not pretend this frame and temper to be the works, which are 
natural tomy mind, but afcribe them only to the effedts of divine 
grace, and if { hive any mealure of fan@ificatio., it is only by the 
gift and grace of God. For I have too much experience that by 
nature I am alive to vanity and fin, but dead:and lifelefs to God, 
and altogether unable to will or to do what is pleafing in his fight. 
I wilh earneitly to watch and pray againft every fymptom of a 
backiliding heart from the Lord, as I cannot bear the thought 
of again falling into fin, or that the influence of his blefled Spirit 
Should for a moment be withdrawn ; yet I have no confidence in 
my own ability, but do with wholly to rely on the Rock that is 
higher than I, even upon him who has promifed to perfe& a good 
work begun, until the day of Chriit Jefus. I therefore earneftly 
defire | may reit upon him who ts the Author and Finifher of 
our faith, and praying that his Holy Spirit may guide, affiit, and 
comfort me, and the Lord grant that in the fenie of his love to 
my foul I may walk worthy of his grace, and feait mine eyes on 
the lovely object, who is fo full of love ; and may thefe views 
imprefs and affect my heart towards my Redeemer, that I may 
with pleafure meet my bleffed Lord in all the ways of his appoint- 
ment, as I feel myfelf willing to acknowledge that if ever 1 am 
faved, it mutt be by his free, fovereign grace of electing love; and 
am willing to fay, “* Not unto me, not uato me, but to His name 
be the glory.” A. 


- —w we 


THE GOOD SAILOR. 


The following was written by a young Seaman, not long before be failed for 
the Weft Indies, where he died, and was found in his Cheft. 


IF I am prepared to die, as I hope I am, fhall I ever be more 
fo? And fhould I live longer, I may not do my duty, as I ought 
to do; I.may difhonour my profeflion as a Chriflian, and not be 
ufeful to my feilow creatures. In either cafe, I think, death is 
preferable to life. For beyond the grave I hope to be free from 
fin, and to be with the followers of the Lamb. 

But on the other hand, as an inducement to. ftay, though I 
have no family, no offspring to leave behind, yet 1 have agreeable 
connexions, to whom I might be ufetul; and by living I might, 
perhaps, attain to more holinefs, and by my example be helpful 
to my Chriitian friends. 

But again, when I confider I may be call -d to encounter temp- 
tation ; and may fall into fin, it may be as good a time now, as 
it ever will be, to quit the world. 


This 
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This therefore is my conclujion, let the will of the Lord be done. 
He will call me home in his own time. Bleffed be God who has, 
given me this hope, and profpeé&. For though I have much fin 
about:-me, yet, through the Saviour, | hope to be protected here, 
and at lait arrive to thofe realms of blifs, where we fhall forever 
celebrate redeeming love. 

Should this be read, aftet my death, by any of my acquain- 
tance, | hope they will not attribute my writing this, to my being 
tired of living, for 1 am in good health, and in good fpirits, and 
my profpects of a worldly kind are good. 


Salem, Fuly, 1799. 





+ 


A REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE. 


IN 1772, a pious widow, returning from Bofton to her family, 
(a diftance of 17 miles,) was obliged to pafs through woods, with 
which fhe was unacquainted. A ttorm of fnow commenced, 
while fhe was on her way ; the family being anxious about their 
mother, a fon fet off with a ‘view to meet her, and aid her home. 
The fon having reached the oppolite fide of the woods, without 
meeting his parent, being overtaken by night, and the path entire- 
ly covered, deemed it unadvifable to return, till the next day. 
Having taken lodgings in a neighbouring houfe, the mother paifi- 
ed by, unknown to the fon, and defirous to reach her anxious 
family that night, attempted to pafs through the woods. But the 
path being buried with fhow, and the ftorm increafing, fhe ftray- 
ed from her direction, and loft herfelf among the trees. She con- 
tinue to ride from place to place, till the found herfelf almoft 
furrounded by hedges and fwamps. Coming up toa large pile 
of wood, fhe concluded to difmount, and take fhelter by the 
fide of the wood. Being 60 years old, overcome with the ride 
and ftorm, deftitute of refrefhment, and no other bed but the 
{now ; not only all hope of reaching her family that night, but of 
feeing the light of another day, was taken away. In the night 
fhe was furrounded by a very bright light, fo that fhe could dif- 
cern the flakes of fnow, and the fmalleft objeé&ts around her. It 
was very near the change of the moon, fo that the light could 
not, arife from any natural caufe. Imagining fhe could read, fhe 
attempted to open her bundle, and obtain her Bible, but was una- 
ble to ufe her fingers by reafon of cold. The light foon difap- 
peared, and fhe was left in darknefs. She wonderfully furvived the 
night, and beheld the opening of another day. Her ftrength was 
fo far exhauited, fhe was unable to/mount her horfe, and attempted 
to wallow through the fnow, atid get out of the woods. But the 
foon found herfelf unable to proceed, and was obliged to return to 
the place, where fhe had lodged, and patiently wait the approach 
of death. She now utterly defpaired of ever feeing the tace of 
No. 12. Vol. LV. Iii : any 
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-any mortal, and. confidered herfelf as going foon to the eternal 
world. She devoutly poured out her heart to God for relief, and 
for refignation tq the difpofal of his holy providence. While the 
mother was with tears and cries importuning the throne of grace, 
the fon fet off to pafs through the woods and. vifit the diftrefled 
family, . ‘Though he was-acquainted with the way, yet he ftrange- 
_ly loft. the dire&tion, and wandered to a diftant part of the woods, 
where he faw a freth track; he inftantly followed it, and foon came 
up with his agéd, and almott perifliing mother. Tears of forrow 
and joy flowed at this unexpeéted meeting. The mether being 
unable to walk or. ride, the fon followed his own path back, ob- 
tained affiftance, and haltened to the relief of his parent. Both 
were foon reftored to their family. 

~-’ Man’s extremity is the Lord’s opportunity. Was not the fon 
-providentially direéted in anfwer to the prayers of his pious moth- 

er? What a fource of confolation and relief have the children of 

. God.in the darkeft hours! What the world calls chance and luck, 
takes place according, to the wifdom and-appointment of God. 

H. 

ALL SIN WILFUL.. | 

THE eritical and candid writer of ‘“ Mifcellaneous Remarks,’’ 
Vol. IV. p. 222, doubts whether it is calculated to carry convic- 
tion, to fay, that every act of fin is wilfully done. But this need 
not be doubted, if it be true, that every att of fin is fo done. It is 
granted, that there is,a.diftinétion to be made between the terms 
willingand vilful. But the ground of this diftinction lies in the 
nature of the voluntary exercifes to which thefe terms are applied, 
and not in theirdegree. The term willing may exprefs as much 

-determination or refolvednefs asthe term wilful. The proper dif- 

tinction between thefe terms, is apprehended to be this : willing 

‘sis applied to thofe voluntary exercifes only, which are good ; wilful is 

-applied,to thofe voluntary exercifes only, which are evil. Wilful, 

“it is granted; fignifies an obffimate temper. _ And is not this the tem- 

sper which every perfon has, when he does an act of fin? Every 
act of fin is done in voluntary oppofition to the genuine dictates of 

_eonfcience, in violation of the holy, juft and good law of God, 

.and againit the finner’s own temporal and eternal intereft. It is, 

therefore, difficult to conceive, that there fhould not be a degree 
of obftinacy in every actof fin. It is true, the degree of criminal 

obftinacy in fin is greater or lefs, in proportion to the light which 
the finner enjoys, and the obligations which he is under. And 
as faints enjoy great light, and. are under greater obligations than 
other men, their fins, it is thought, are more wilful, more obfti- 
nate, odious and criminal, than the fins of others. And, if fo, to tell 
» them of it,.is calculated to carry conviction to their minds, and 
to bring them to true repentance. For, it is indifpenfably necef- 
fary to true repentance, that the finner fhould view his crime in a 


true light, PHILANDER. 
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S in, 
To the Editoys. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Should the following feetch be thought worthy a place in your ufeful Mag- 
azine, you are at lt “ to make it public. ) 





A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE CONVERSATION WHICH PASSED BE-_ 
TWEEN A CLERGYMAN IN NEW ENGLAND, AND ONE OF HIS PAR- 
ISHIONERS, A YOUNG HOUSEHOLDER, WHO HAD, FOR YEARS, 
EMBRACED THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 


HAVING embraced this do@rine, he thought, as the doftrine 
very naturally fuggefts, that he might live as he lifted, and after- 
all be happy. 

A. D. 1801, he was feized with a diforder, which a number of 
phyficians told him would carry him away lingeringly. His chief 
furgeon being a ferious man, and perhaps apprifed of his ftate of 
mind, very ferioufly advifed him to fet his houfe in order, for he 
mutt die and not live.* From this time he was confined to his 
houfe till his death, which happened within about eighteen or 
twenty months. 

From the time he was given over by his phyficians, he had 
fome, though at firft very few, ferious thoughts about futurity. I, 
(the clergyman) who was prefent at the time a number of phyfi- 
cians made known their decifion refpecting his cafe, and whofe’ 
mind was much affected for the young man, vifited ‘him 
in the early part of his confinement, and was but very cool- 
ly received. Still I was determined to vifit him as long. 
as I fhould be permitted. In a month or two, my viflits were 
not only willingly, but gladly received. Converfation now began 
to afflume a little more familiar tone. He began to be fomewhat 
inquifitive with regard to doétrines ; acknowledged: his belief in’ 
univerfal falvation, and wifhed to hear what objections could be 
raifed againft it. I endeavoured to lay before him fome of the 
more prominent objections furnifhed by reafon and the word of 
God. ’ They feemed to be received with little emotion. Perceiv- 
ing this, I afked him if he firmly believed in that doétrine. He res 
plied he did, and had been in the belief a number of years. I laid 
before him what I conceived to be gofpel truths ; declared, by di- 
vine authority, the neceffity of regeneration in this world, in order 
to future happinefs: he muft be born again in this world, or hc 
muft be miferable in the next. He heard fuch truth with as little 
concern as the Jewifh counfellor. Realizing he was a dying man, 

ie oi : I could 





* How desirable it is that physicians be pious. men. The govd they 
may do can easier be conceived than expressed. We have reason to 
think that this concise observation led this carcless young man into a traix, 
of serious thought. + 











452 Conversation on Universalism. [ May, 


I could not forbear addreffing him as fuch, and put to him a very 
ferious queftion. I prefaced it in the following manner: Mr. 
——, you are not infenfible that afew months will clofe your 
temporal exiftence, and then you muft appear before the dread 
tribunal of your Maker and Judge, who is holy himfelf, and ap- 
proves of nothing but holinefs in his creatures. I with to afk you 
one queftion, to which I wifh you to return an honeft and direét an- 
fwer. As you profefs to believe that all mankind will be faved, 
whatever may be their character in this world, to bring future 
things prefent, Are you willing to appear before your holy and 
impartial Judge with the charaéter you now fultain? He paufed 
—and paufing—anfwered, No. 1 further afked him if he, ever 
felt fecure in refting his a// upon the doétrine. He frankly replied, 
‘** There was always a fomething that whifpered, Your fcheme may 
riot be true,”? Thefe obfervations made an open way for further con- 
verfation, fuited. to exifting circumftances, as all would naturally 
expea. I expoltujated with him upon the unfafenefs of trufting 
.to a fcheme of religion, which admitted of fuch an alarming poff- 
bility. Be you holy as the Scriptures of truth require, and there is 
no pofibility of your being loft; for holinefs and happinefs are in- 
feparably conneted, as alfo are fin and mifery: 

Much converfation of this fort paffed at this, and other fucceed- 
ing vifits.. He grew more and more free to open his mind, as it 
refpected palt and prefent exercifes. I believe he revealed every 
thing of importance. He owned he had taken much pains to be- 
lieve this doctrine, which fo well agrees with human depravity, al- 
lows them to flumber in carnal fecurity, and invites to pleafure, 
carnal gratification and indulgence in every fin and: vice, upon 
the daring prefumption that God will not punifh them in the fu- 
ture world. To confirm himfelf in fuch dangerous belief he had 
read, among others, and owned Dr. Huntington’s work. He wifhed 
me to read it and lay before him what I thought exceptionable. 
It was done. Some things in that book appeared differently to 
him from what they had before appeared. The Dr.’s fentiment, 
when treating of the parables of the fheep and, the goats, of the 
wheat and the chaff, in reprefenting the wheat and fheep as the 
people, the goats and chaff as their fins, (prepofterous reprefenta- 
tion) he joined with me in faying was an affront offered to com- 
mon fenfe, and, equally again& the wifdom and truth of God. 

He now abandoned his formerly beloved fcheme, and looked 
upon himfelf, as he really was, a loft, undone finner, expofed to 
everlafting death. He was really under pungent conviction. 
Being a young man of high, brave {pirits, he made but little ado ; 
but his countenance and deep and involuntary fighs fuggefted 
keen fenfations ! He now could wonder at his former eafe im fin! 
He looked with aftonifhment upon his paft life, fpent in tranf- 
grefhion, forgetfulnefs of God, attachment to pleafure, pride in 

profanity, 
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profanity, and the contempt he caft upon ferioufnefs in matters of 
religion. ‘ Whata life,” faid he, with deep anxiety, “ have I 
lived! I have laboured hard to believe a lie! 1 have exerted all my 
powers to work myfelf into a delufion! Now, though I fee, in 
fome meafure, my loft ftate, yet I have not obtained the one 
thing needful! ! Soon I mnuft die, and unlefs God have mercy up- 
on me, I muft perifh forever! ! ! And fince I have refifted the 
truth fo long, and fet myfelf again{t the Lord fo perfeveringly, I 
have little hopes of ever being faved! ! ! He withed me to vifit 
and pray with him often, that he might, by fome means or other, 
before he left the world, receive that change, which all his life lon 
till now, he had treated with contempt. He thought fill, he was not 
concerned enough, and wondered he could live no more impreff- 
ed with truth, in fuch near view of death, and the certainty, if he 
remained as he was till he expired in death, he muft fuffer the 
pains of eternal fire. 

About a month before he died, he ordered his coffin made and 
brought into his room, expecting that would caufe him to realize 
more effeétually, the danger he was in, and ftir up his mind to 
the. embracing of the one thing needful. It was done as he com- 
manded. But, whether this was ufed, in divine Providence, as a 
mean to produce the anticipated effed, is left. 

Much in the fame ftate of mind he remained till the day he 
died, which was the Sabbath, and being in the feafon of public 
worthip, | was not with him when he gave up the ghoft. I was in- 
formed, howeyer, by a good woman, who was with him in his 
expiring moments, that, by what fhe could underftand of his 
broken fentences, fhe was induced to believe his peace was made 
with God, and that he died in Chrift. This too mult be left till 
that awful day, when he and his minifter muft ftand before the 
Son of Man. | 

He expired fome time in 1802, was interred mafonically, and 
waits the fummon of the laft trumpet. 

The above is a ftatement of fa¢t, attelted by a reader of your 
ufeful Magazine. 

The reader is ferioufly urged to refle& upon the importance of 
ftudying the Holy Scriptures, with ferious affiduity, to find a fy 
tem, upon which he may fafely build his faith, and according to 
which he may praétice with abfolute fafety. 

It feems a Univerfalif, upon trial, judged his foundation aw- 
fully unfafe to build on for eternity. If, upon impartial invelti- 
gation and trial, which, if any thing ordinary, the near approach of 
death will occafion, the Univerfalian fcheme is abandoned to 
alarming doubt, and fearful apprehenfions of its fallibility, how 
juftly may fuch fhudder and quake who reit their all upon it! ! 

Why, then, do any believe it? Not becaufe the Bible attefts it, 
but becaufe, fad indeed the caufe, it founds a unifon with deprav- 
ed 
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ed nature.. We. eafily believe what we wi/h to be true, and will 
even hope againff hope. It is a dream of a wicked and deceiving : 
heart, fuggefted ..y the father of lies, who. told our far tog cred- 
ulous mother fhe fhould not furely die. | 

Let none be fo unwife as to give heed in the leaft degree to fo 
crucl a deceiver. Let none be caught in fo fatal a fnare of the 
arch fowler, as to believe his lying. abfurdities; but, as prifoners 
of hope, turn to the ftrong hold. 

The advocates of the do@rine of univerfal falvation are, in a 
moit friendly manner, urged to find a rational and feriptural fo- 
lution of the following important queftions ; What does Solomon. 
mean by the wicked’s eating the fruit of their own way, and being 
filled with their own devices ? What does he mean by the fear of 
the wicked, which he fays fhall come upon them? What does he 
mean by the perifhing of the hope of the unjuft man? What fhall 
we underftand by Prov. xxix. 1, He that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, thall fuddenly be deffroyed, and that without 
remedy ? What does David mean, Plalm ui. 6, Upon the wicked 
God fhall rain fnares, fireand brimftone,and an horrible tempeft, the 
portion of their cup? What did Ifaiah mean, when he faid, There 
ig no peace to the wicked ? What did Daniel mean, in his laft chap- 
ter, by the everlafting contempt to which fome fhall awake ? What 
did Chrift mean by the ever/affing punifhment into which fome were 
to go away? Who fhall guench the fire, which Chrift faid fhall 
never be quenehed ? Who fhall &il/ the worm, which Chrift faid fhall 
never die? In Mark iti. 29, What did our Saviour mean, by their 
never having forgivenc/s, who blafpheme againtt the Holy Ghoft ; 
and of being in danger of eternal damnation ? What did the Saviour 
mean by éheir coming forth unto the refurrection of damaation, who 
have done evil? What idea did Paul mean to fuggelt to the 
Theffalonians, where he fays, The Lord Jefus Chrift fhall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrilt ; who /hall be punifbed with everlaft- 
ing deflruétion, from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 

wer ? What did St. Jude mean by the eternal fire, the vengeance 
of which the ancient finners of the plain were fuffering ? What 
does St. John mean by the unjuft being unju/f fill, and the filthy 
being filthy fill? In fine ; What fhall be underftood by the long 
catalogue of Scriptures, which are of the above import ? 

It is the ferious opinion of the writer of the above, that, if lan- 
guage has any meaning, and if ideas can be communicated by it, 
the whole current of Scripture runs, againit the doftrine of univer- 
fal falyation: |, * gas. | : BB: 
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PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 


O WHAT a ttuth, what a heavy truth, what an undeniable 
truth it is, that our natural relation to the blefled God is injured, 
and is difregarded! ~ | 

_. The fall of man, or his apoftacy from God, is a fubje& which 
has been mach handled, and that very varioufly indeed. Some 
haye jult looked upon it, others have mourned over it, others have 
denied it; while others have defired to care nothing at all about 
at. Of this laft mind are very Many at the prefent day. O 
reader, is religion fuch-a worn out fubject.that it mutt die? Is it 
better, and confequently more for peace to let it alone? Can we 
fecure life and property, government and profperity without it? 
Shall’ we be wifer than all pait nations, who troubled themfelves, 
night and day, from year to year, bearing expentes, going through 

-kabour and {fufferings, and fay we will free ourielves from all 
thefe ? In fhort, will we live, * without God and without hope in 

‘the world?’ Should news come from heaven that God were dead ! 
(forgive me, reader) fhould a holt of angels certify this, then 
we might forget him, we might riot among his creatures ; we 
might eat, drink, and be merry, and hope to clofe all in the fleep 

of death. But it is written, “ Wherefore we labour, that whether 

prefent or absent, we may be accepted of him; for we mutft all 
appear before the judgmient-feat of God: that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in the body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or evil. Knowing, therefore, the terrors of 
the Lord, we perfuade men. 

But again, in what does the fall confift? or what is the breach 
of the relation fpoken of? It confifts in turning away from God, 

‘as the fupreme good, or in not loving and ferving him with the 
whole heart. Now do we want proof that man has turned away 
from God, as the fupreme good? No, we want no proof here ; it 
is known as much as literal darknefs. Will any man in a Chrif- 
tian line profefs, that naturally he choofes God as his fupreme 
good ? fuch an one muft be very weak and felf-deceived, or very 
hypocritical. I never met with fuch an one. 

Now, if there be none fuch, muft we not be fallen ? If there be 
no choice of God, as the fupreme good, can there be any choice 
at all of him ? and if there be none, what muft our moral {tate be? 

He is on our right hand and on our left; we cannot but be fen- 
fible of his being and perfections ; we have a confcience that telfti- 
fies of his authority and law ; we are well acquainted that all earthly 
things muft foon pafs away ; we know, that compared with him, 
they are lefs than nothing and vanity ; yet we love him not ; we 
turn fromm him, as if he were not; we do this not by furprize, not 

far a moment or two, but with all defirable leifure, and that for 
hours, 
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hours, days, months, and years ; at the fame time confefling, that 
we are under all poflible obligations. 

I afk what term fhall we apply to this ftate of things? Is there not 
a fall? Is thata ‘tanding with God, or a walking with him, which 
excludes him from the heart, which in the midit of his own crea- 
tures, in faét or practice, cafts him away? Do we ftand with him, 
becaufe we neceflarily apprehend him, becaufe we cannot but 
confefs that his hands have formed all things? Nay, iurely, “ the 
devils alfo believe,” apprehend, and confefs thefe things. 
JULIANA. 


— + oe 


ON TAKING TOLL ON THE SABBATH. 


Messrs. Eprrors, 

The following is the fubflance of a letter written to a gentleman in confe- 
quence of his requeft to the writer, To flate bis principal objefions in 
writing againft the receiving or taking of toll at a turnpike gate on the 
Sabbath.” It is now, by defire, offered for publication in the Magazine 
under your condu€. You, gentlemen, will difpofe of it as you fhall judge 
proper. 

* *# * & * & & * * PERMIT me here to premife, that the 
objections which I have to offer to the taking of toll at a turnpike 

ate on the Sabbath, are defigned to be underftood with more 
immediate application to that practice at the gate of the turnpike 
road, known by the name of. —. 

In the fir? place, Sir, I obje& to this practice on the confideration, 
that it is, in my opinion, prohibited by exifting laws of this Com- 
monwealth, relative to the due obfervance of the Lord’s day. 





Our Legiflature, in the year of our Lord 1791, enaéted a law, 
providing, “ That no perfon or perfons fhall, upen land or water, 


do any manner of labour, bufinefs or work, oa the Sabbath,” works 
of neceflity or charity only excepted: alfo “that no traveller, 
drover, waggoner or teamfter, or any of their fervants fhall travel 
on the Lord’s day, or any part thereof.” The fame Legiflature 
have likewife enacted a law obliging every perfon, able of body, 
and not otherwife neceffarily prevented, to attend the public 
worfhip of God on the Sabbath ; which law is fanétioned 
with a penalty for non-attendance, during a certain period. 
Thefe, Sir, are but a fpecimen of the laws made and provided for 
the due obfervation of the Chriftian Sabbath, But do they admit 


ef fuch a conftruction as to make the taking or receiving of roll, 


on the Lord’s day, compatible with their true fpirit or intent ? 
To me, I am conftrained to fay, it appears otherwife. Can it rea- 
fonably be pleaded that in this praétice there is no manner of labour, 
bufinefs or work of a worldly nature? Or can it reafonably be 
urged thatitisa “ work of neceffity or charity ?” 


Thefe 
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Thefe queries, I, at prefent, believe will fairly admit of none, but 
negative an{wers. I apprehend, Sir, it cannot reafonably be pre- 
tended, and that it ought not to be admitted, that there has 
been any travelling on the turnpike under confideration, fince its 
eftablifhment, either from neceflity or charity ; nor is it very like- 
ly that any travelling, on that road, from either of thefe contide- 
rations, ever will occur. However the cafe may be within the 
limits of poffibility, it feems hardly admiflible that it lies within 
the limits of probability. It may indeed be convenient, with fabbath- 
day travellers, to make ufe ot this road; and the toll taken on 
that day may amount to a greater fum than is taken on any other 
day of the week ; but that the bufinefs of travelling or taking told 
on that road, on the Lord’s day, is from neceflity or charity, will 
not fo readily be admitted, and efpecially as there is an open and 
common road, nearly parallel with it, the excefs of whofe diftance 
is fomewhat lefs than half a mile. 

Should it be urged that the gate of the turnpike muft be kept 
open on the Sabbath, and that the proprietors of the road are to be 
jultified in taking toll on that day, from the confideration that the 
road will be injured by the travelling, may it not pertinently-be 
afked, whether, admitting the premifes, the conclufion will necef- 
farily follow? But why muff the turnpike gate be kept open on the 
Sabbath? Does any act of our Legiflature require this? But for 
what kind of travelling ? For any but that of neceflity and chari- 
ty? Surely not; for that learned and upright body of men would 
never enact laws contradictory to each other ; fome to prevent, 
and others to allow unneceflary travelling on the Lord’s day. 
Be it fo then, that the gate of the turnpike muft be kept open, on 
the Sabbath, for the accommodation of thofe, who may travel on 
that day, from confiderations of neceflity and charity ; or for the 
accommodation of fuch pious people as may be defirous of ufin 
it for the purpofe of attending public worfhip ; yet will this jufti- 
fy the practice of taking toll from thoie who travel on the Sab- 
bath for their dmufement, or for the purpofe of tranfacting tecular 
bufineis? But all the toll which would arife from travellers, who 
have really the plea of neceflity and charity for their travelling, 
(if it were lawiui to take toll from fuch travellers) would be far 
trom an adequate compenfation, it is prefumed, to the collector. , 
From thofe, who ufe the road for the purpofe of attending public’ 
worfhip, no toll can legally be exacted. Since, then, civil law ins 
terdicts all travelling on the Sabbath, but that which has the plea 
of neceflity and charity, and fince the toll arifing from neceffary 
travelling would not balance the expenfe of hiring a toll collector, 
can it be right, either in a legal or moral view, to employ fuch a 
collector on the Lord’s day? If the turnpike road be injured by 
travelling on that day, is it not an injury which ought rather to 


be fubmitted to, than to attempt to balance it by a violation of 
Vol. IV. No. 12. Kxk the 
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the law of the Chriftian Sabbath ? To prevent natural evil, can 
we be juftified in committing moral evil ? 

I am not’ infenfble that it may be faid, “ people wi// travel or 
the turnpike road, the gate Being open, on the Sabbath, in cafe no 
toll be exacted, and that they will be more likely to do this, than 
if toll be demanded of them ; and, therefore, the corporation can- 
not bé taxed with immoral or unjuftifiable condu@, in requiring 
toll of travellers; on the Lord’s day. Their condué@, inftead of 
cenfure, 1s deferving of commendation.” Batis not this reafoning 
founded onthe principle of doing evil that good might come? 
{s it better founded than the plea of the retailer of fpirituous li- 
guors, “that his conduét in felling intoxicating drink to tipplers is 
julltifiable from ute confideration that they wil/ drink to excefs, and 
that they would be more /ikely to do fo, and to a greater degree, 
elfewhere, fhould he withhold from them’ the intoxicating 
draught ?” : 

As'* no traveller” is allowed by law “to travel on the Lord’s 
day,” except under the reftriction before noticed, the ac of taking’ 
toll from travellers on the Sabbath feems to be a praétical jufifica- 
tion of their conduét, and a practical condémnation of civil law. 
‘The language of it feems but too evidently to be this, both in the 
toll collector and his employers, “ we ate glad to fee you travelling 
on the Sabbath; and we hope for your future cuftom.” I fay 
feems, and devoutly do I wifh that the language of this practice 
may be fenting only, and not real. Should: thefe fuggeftions be 
unreafoiable or uncandid, it is hoped, that they proceed rather 
from error’of the judgment than of the heart. To me, Sir, this 
conftruction of the practice appears:natural and jit. 

As the Legiflature of this'Commonwealth have enacted a law 
obliging people to'attend the public worfhip of God on the Sab- 
buth, if able in body, and when no confiderations of neceffity op- 
erate to prevent, I would afk, whether the hiring of a man to re- 
main in the toll-houfe to receive toll of travellers, Sabbath af- 
ter Sabbath, be not in effe@ to hire him to refratn his feet from’ 
the fan@uary and worfhip of Jehovah? Are not the wages of un- 
righteoufnefs offered and given to fuch 2 man? And is not the 
law providing for the due obfervation of the Lord’s day hereby 
violated? Hf this be not the cafe, greatly fhould I rejoice to be 
convinced of it ; but if it be really fo, moft fervently do I with, 
that all, whom it more immediately concerns, might fee its truth,, 
feel its force, and be duly influenced by it. § ~ 

In the fecond place, Sir, I object to the praétice under confidera- 
tion, becatfe, in my opinion, it is a violation of the law of God, 


pe are the Sabbath. 


«Ye {hall keep my Sabbath; for it is holy unto you. Every 
one that defileth it fhall furely be put to death ; for whofoever 


doeth any work therein, that foul fhall be cut eff from among bis 
: people. 
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people. Six days fhall work be done, but on the feventh day there 
fhall be to you an holy day, a Sabbath of reft to the ‘Lord ; whofo 
doeth work therein fhall be put to death. The feventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God, im it thou fhalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy fon, &e. And tf the people of the land bring ware 
or any victuals on the Sabbath day to fell, that we would not buy 
it of them on the Sabbath, or on the holy day. Bilefledis the man 
that doeth this, and the fon of man that layeth hold on it; that 
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from 
doing any evil. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleafure on my holy day ; and call the Sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable ; and fhalt honour him, 
not doing thine own ways, not finding thine own pleafures, nor 
{peaking thine own words; then, &c. And they.....refled on the 
Sabbath day according to the commandment.’”* 

The above paffages of Scripture, relative to the obfervation of 
the Sabbath, you will, it is prefumed, readily admit. are of per- 
petual obligation, or perpetually binding upon all-under the light 
of Revelation. They cannot become obfolete or lofe their obliga- 
tory power. It is true, indeed, that a concurrence of circumftances 
may render it proper that the Divine Legiflator fhould vary his 
moral laws, as to the fpecial times for obferving them, as to their 
penalties, &c. This is particularly true with refpeé to the law of 
the Sabbath. It is the duty of Chriitians to obferve the firit day 
of the week inftead of the feventh, as a day of holy refting and 
{pecial religious worfhip ; nor is the violation of the Chriftian Sab- 
bath punifhable with death. But notwithftanding the penalty an- 
nexed to the wvielation of the Jewifh Sabbath, viz. death, is not, for 
the like crime, to be inflicted ynder the Chriftian difpenfation, yet 
you will not plead, it is prefumed, that Chriftians are not under as 
real obligation to keep holy the firft day of the week, as the Jews 
were the feventh; or that the Lord of the Sabbath is not as real- 
ly difpleafed with the violation of the Sabbath now, as h. was at 
any former period of time. As God is the fame and changeth 
not, he can no more hold the tranfgreflor of any of his moral laws 
er precepts guiltlefs, now, than he could under the Jewith difpenfa- 
tion. 

Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured with ingenuoufnefs to tate my 
principal objections to the taking of toll, at the turnpike gate un- 
der confideration, on the Sabbath. In doing this | have ufed that 
freedom and plainnefs of fpeech, which, I believed, the nature and 
importance of the fubject required. In doing this I have not been 
confcious to the influence of any unhallowed or malignant paffion, 
or of any improper motive. I hope, Sir, and truft that a concern 
for the civil and religious order and profperity of Zion has been 
my governing motive. Should 


* Ex. xxxi. 14. xxxy. 2: Deut. y. 14. Neh. x. 31. Isa. Ivi. 2. lviii. 13. 
Luke xxiii. 56. 
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_ Should you diffent from me, in opinion, with refpect to the fub- 
ject before us, it may be, that in complying with your requeft, [ 
on performed a tafk as ungrateful to your feelings, as it has 
been, in itfelf confidered, unpleafantto mme. 1 wifh not to offend 
you—I with not to offend any of my fellow beings. To the good 
opinion of thofe, to whom I am known, and efpecially of thofe 
with whom I am converfant, either in a focial or religious view, I 
am not indifferent. But to conciliate their good opinion, I can- 
not facrifice my own, or make fhipwreck of confcience. It is my 
heart’s defire and prayer to God, that I may never be under the 
influence of that fear of man, which bringeth a fnare; or which 
would prevent my a¢ting the part of integrity, and true friendfhip 
to my fellow men. " 

Inttead of apologizing for the franknefs I have ufed in expreffing 
my fentiments on this iubjeét, I have rather to regret, that it has 
not been in my power to place it ina ftronger and more ftriking 
light. Inftead of infinuating that the remarks, which | have made, 
were not defigned for application, I do not hefitate to fay that it is 
my earneft defire that all, to whom they will apply, would faith- 
fully apply them to their confciences, and improve them to their 
own good, the good of others, and to the glory of that God, who 
requires them to keep his Sabbath and reverence his fan&uary. 

Let me now, Sir, entreat that you would ferioufly review 
this fubjeét, and the thoughts which have been expreffed in relation 
to it, and that, unlefs you can find clear and fatisfagtory evidence 
that the taking of toll, at the turnpike gate under confideration, 
gnilitates neither with the law of men, or of God, you would 
vigoroufly exert your influence to djfcountenance and fupprefs the 

ractice. 

? You cannot be infenfible, Sir, that the Chriftian Sabbath is in an 
unparalleled degree, in a variety of ways, and by vaft numbers 
difregarded; that general licentioufnefs fo prevails, that law, 
whether human or divine, proves but a feeble barrier againft it. 
Loaded teams are fuffered to pafs on public roads on the Sabbath, 
with impunity and without interruption, and multitudes devote 
the Sabbath to the purpofes of recreation and of gain. Should 
not iuch floods of ungodlinefs make us afraid! Are they not an 
alarming prelude to fome awful effeé& of the Divine difpleafure ? 
Will not the jealous God make inquifition ; will he not punifh for 
fuch violations of his holy day? And here let me afk—TIs it not 
fhere than poffible that the prefent flagrant abufe of holy time 
ftands intimately conneéted with, and in no fmall degree arifes 
from omiffions and commiffcns in gentlemen of refpeétability and in- 
fluence ; gentlemen who fill and have filled legiflative, judicial and 
executive departments of ftate? gentlemen of fuppoted wifdom, 
patriotiim and piety ? Men of thefe defcriptions may be inftrumen- 
tal of very great evil as well as of good in fociety. And muft it 

not 
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not be added, that they indeed are inftrumental of very great evil, 
when, inftead of being examples to others of obedience to law, both 
civil and facred, they exhibit examples of a contrary complexion? 
When fuch men deviate from the ftraight line of duty, either politi- 
cal or religious, although in inftances of comparatively fmall impor- 
tance, they muft not be furprifed, fhould others take encouragement 
from it, to practife the groffeft immoralities. How then does it 
become them to fhun the very appearance of evil, facredly to re- 
{pect all our wife and falutary laws and inftitutions, both human 
and divine, and to ufe all the weight of their inflyence to re- 
commend and enforce the fame conduét in others ! 

And now, Sir, my heart’s defire and prayer to God is, that we 
may each profit by the foregoing obfervations ; that we may al- 
ways have upright and pious rulers; good and wholefome laws ; 
and that the citizens of our country may lead peaceable and quiet 
lives in all godlinefs and honefty 

With due confideration I am, &c. 
N—E. 


N. B. In tranferibing the above letter, the writer had before him 
but an incorre® and partial copy of the original 3 he does not therefore ofe 
fer it as a perfelily corre tranfeript, 
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SERIOUS QUESTION. 
To oNE OF THE Epitors of tHE M. M. Macazinz. 


Dear Sir, 


The following gqueftion, fhould it meet your approbation, I fbould be 
r glad to e anfwered in our M. M. Magazine. # 


ARB not thofe who limit the divine Being chargeable with 
blame? For inftance, if we fay, we rejoice that God holds the 
reins of univerfal government in his own hands; and that he pre- 
fides at the head of the uriverfe ; and that we would not alter the 
leaft poffible circumftance in the fyftem, were it in our power, and 
that we are willing he fhould difpofe of us as he pleafes for time, 
{and obferve) and to all eternity, if be will only fave us ; I with to 
know, Sir, if this expreffion does not take away the whole beauty 
and force of the above-mentioned fubmiffion ; and render us-ex- 
ceedingly finful, and highly blameable in the pure eyes of divine 
holineis . JULIANA. 





Pee hia ew, . 
‘Stepper 
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£ZMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 
(Continued from page 419.) 
NO. XXIV. HON. ROBERT BOYLE.* 
Born A. D. 1626-7. Died 1731.., 


HIS eminent Chriftian philofopher was born in Ireland. Soon 

& after his education was completed, he made a tour to various 
parts of Europe. While at Geneva his mind was haraffed with ma- 
ny diftreffing doybts relative to Chriltianity, which led him almoft 
to defpair and fuicide. | 3 

This fet him about inquiries which terminated in confirming his 
faith ; yet not fo (he lays) that “ the fleeting clouds of doubt and 
difbelief did never after ceafe now and then to darken the ferenity 
of his quiet ; which made him often fay, that injetions of this 
kind were fuch a difeafe to his taith, as the tooth-ach is to the body, 
which, though it be not mortal, is yet very troublefome.”’ 

This excellent man was not only diltinguifhed by his liberality, 
{pending near a 1000]. per annum in charities, but that charity 
was principally diverted imto a particular line—that of extending 
the knowledge of Chrift and the Scriptures. With this view he 
was at great expenfe in procuring editions of the Bible, Teftament, 
and other religious books, to be printed in various languages, and 
difperfed in America, the Eait ladies, the Levant, Ireland, and va- 
rious other parts of the world. 

He was repeatedly offered a peerage, but did not fee the charms 
which fome have found in a coronet. He was alfo perfuaded to 
the miniftry, but declined it, becaufe he did not feel any tendency 
of mind which he could fately efteem “a call from the Holy 
Ghoft.”” Atthe fame time he thought “ what he wrote with re- 
{pect to religion would have fo much greater weight as coming from 
a layman ;” fince he well knew that the irreligious fortified them- 
felves againit all that the clergy could offer, by fuppofing and fay- 
ing that it was their trade, and they were paid for it. 

It is we]l known that Mr. Boyle’s chief delight and employment 
was in experimental philoiophy, which made him one of the moft 
active and uieful members of the. Royal Society ; and he con- 
cludes an article of his will, relating to that Society, by —“ with- 
ing them a happy fucee(s in their aptempts to difcover the true 
nature of the works of God ; and praying that they, and all oth- 
er fearchers into phytfical truths. may cordially refer their attain- 
ments to the glory of the great Author of nature, and to the 
comfort of mankind.” The 


* Bio. Dict. and Life by Burnet. 
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The moral character of Mr. Boyle was unexceptionable ; and 
his reverence for God and religion, the moft profound. Bifhop 
Burnet relates, that he always madé a kind of paufe in his dif- 
courfe, when he named the Deity. 

His attachment to Chriltianity and the Scriptures is difcernible 
in all his writings, and in all his conduét; and his fentiments of 
divine truth were juft and evangelical.—Speaking of affurance of 
faith, he fays, “ This produdion of the Spirit in our hearts may be 
juftly termed, as the Spirit himfelf is in Scripture, an Larnef ; 
which, though by being fuch, it confeffes itfelf not to be the entire 
fum, yet is not only a part, but a pledge.” 

This gentleman lived forty years with his filter, lady Ranelagh, a 
woman of great and eminent piety ; and they died within a few 
days of each other. Itis no wonder if many confidered this hap- 
py pair as hypocondriac and unhappy: the pleafures of true pie- 
ty are fuch as the world knows nothing of. 





NO. XXF. HEN. W. LUDOLF, ESQ, 
Born &. D. 1655. Died 1712. 


MR. Ludolf was appointed fecretary to Prince George of Den- 
mark, confort to queen Anne, in the year 1686, which he refigned 
after a violent fit of illnefs im 1691. Previous to this period, he 
had repeated convictions, partly by means of a former fit of fick- 
nefs, and partly under the mini(try of Dr. Spener, of Frankford, a 
man of remarkable zeal, piety, and ufefulnefs in the Lutheran 
churches. . But under the diforder which afflicted him in this year 
(1691) his fenfe of divine things became more ftrong, permanent, 
and influential, infomeeh, that at this time, he formed his grand 
project of propagating the gofpel in the ealt ; and in 1693, he fet 
out for Ruflia, and a few years afterwards vifited Smyrna, Con- 
ftantinople, Jerufalem, Cairo, Alexandria, &c. returning in 1700, 
after making every inquiry he could into the ftate of religious 
knowledge in the eaft, and the beft methods of improving it ; 
and his thoughts on thefe fubjea&s were laid before the Society 
for promoting Chriftian knowledge. In 1703, he publifhed the 
New Teftament in vulgar Greek, for the ufe of the poor ignorant 
Chriftians in the Levant. The remainder of his life was employed 
in the fame excellent manner, and both his time and property lib- 
erally devoted to the fervice of {piritual and experimental relig- 
ion. 

His ufual method was, during his travels, frequently to write 
thort meditations, or reflections of a fpiritual nature, which he af- 
terwards printed and dedicated to his royal matter. 

From one of thefe, I fhall give a fhort extra¢t, pertinent to our 
fabje&t, and excellent in itfelf, « Tf 
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‘‘ [f a man learned all the languages of the world, they would 
fignify nothing to him, unlefs he learned alfo God’s language, 
thereby to converie with him. Unlefs God himfelf opens our in- 
ward ear, we cannot underitand the gentle whifpers of his Spirit. 
Thus our Saviour faid to the Pharifecs, they had not yet heard 
his Father’s voice. And unlefs he teaches us how to {peak to him, 
we fhall never know how to pray to him; fince prayer is the 
fpeech of the heart. But the worft of all is, that in the ftate of 
our corruption, we do not fo mucht as defire to converfe with God. 
Some ridicule the offering at fuch a converfation : and fome, that 
are reckoned good men, think it not attainable in this life. How- 
ever, without this ¢onverfation with God, all our other converfa- 
tions are like to be trifling and finful ; and the brighteft talents will 
prove but as many facrifices to vanity *.” 





THE THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS OF PRESIDENT 
EDWARDS. 


Messrs. Eprtors, 
I have transcribed and send you for publication the theological questions of 
President Edwards, senior, should you think it expedient to give them a place in 


your valuable Magazine. j SERAIAL. 
1. HOW does it appear that fomething has exifted from eterni- 
ty? 


2. How does it appear that this earth and the vifible fyftem 


are not from eternity ? 


3. How does it appear that the exiftence of man is derived 
and dependent ? 

4. How do you prove the natural perfections of God, viz. his 
antelligence, infinite power, foreknowledge and immutability ? 

5. How do you prove his noral perfections, that he is a friend 
of virtue, or abfolutely holy, true, juft and good? 

6. How do you prove that the Scriptures are a revelation from 
God ? and what are the evidences, internal and external ? 

7. How do you prove the divine miflion of Chrift ? 

8. How do you prove the divinity of Chrift ? 

g. How do you prove the perfonality and divinity of the Holy 
Ghoht? 

10. How do you prove that the perfons in the Trinity are one 
God? 

11. Whence arofe the manichean notion of two gods, and how 
is it confuted ? 

12. Whence arofe the polytheifm of the Pagans, and how con- 
futed? . 

13. Whence was it that the knowledge of the one true God, in 
which Noah was inftructed, was not preferved among his pofter- 


ity in all ages? 
14. Why 
* Medit. No. XXI. 
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14. Why are not mankind in all ages, (their internal faculties 
and external advantages being fufficient) united in right fenti- 
ments of the one true God? . 

15.. Were the moral character,of God and the moral law uns 
deritood and loved, would there be any objections againft reveal- 
ed religion ? 

16. What is the true idea of God’s decrees? 

17. How. do you prove abjolute and particular election ? 

18. Did God decree the exiftence of fin? 

19. Why did God decree fin? 

20. In what fenfe did he introduce fin into the univerfe ? 

zi. How do you reconcile this with the holinefs and goodnefgs 
of God? 

22. -What is neceflary to comftitute a moral agent ? 

23. Are men moral and free agents ? 

24. What is the difference between natural and moral power 
and inability ? , 

25. How's abfolute moral neceflity, or inability, confiftent with 
the free agency of men? 

26. How is the doétrine of univerfal, abfolute decrees confilt- 
ent with the free agency of men? 

27. How do you prove an univerfal and fpecial providence ? 

28. What is the covenant of redemption ? 

29. If man was created in original righteoufnefs, how is that 
confiftent with moral agency ? it being faid that a neceffary holi- 
nefs is no holinefs. 

30. What was the conftitution under which Adam in innocen- 
cy was placed ? 

31. Was Adam under the fame neceflity of falling that we are 
of finning ? 

32. Are all intelligencies bound to love God fupremely, finners 
and devils ? 

33. Is the law holy, juft and good, and how is it proved ? 

34. Are they, who are under its curfe, bound to delight in it? 

. 35+ How great is the demerit of fin? 

36. Are the torments of hell eternal ? . 

37- How do you reconcile them with the jultice and infinite 
goodnels of God ? 

38. How do you reconcile them with thofe texts which fay 
Chrift died for all men,.that God will not that any fhould perifh ? 

39. How does.it appear that human nature is originally de 
praved ? | 

40. Whenee comes that depravity? 

41. How is it proved to be total? 

42.: What is the covenant.of grace? ; 

43. Are the law and gofpel inconfiftent with each other ? 

44. Why was an atonement and one fo precious as the blood 
of Chrift neceflary ? 45- le 
Vol. IV. No. 12. Lil 
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45. In what manner did Chrift atone for fin? 

46. lo whom doth it belong to provide an atonement, God, 
or the finner? : 

47. Did Chrift redeem all men, alike, ele& and noneleét ? 

48. Can the offer of the golpel be made in fincerity to the 
nonelec&t ? | 

49- How is redemption applied ? 

50. What is the office of the Holy Ghoft in the work of re- 
demption ? 

51. What is regeneration ? 

52. Whenee artes the neceffity of it? 

53. What ts true love to God? 

54. What is true benevolence to men? 

55. What is true repentance, and how diftinguifhed from legal ? 

56. What is true faith? 

57. What is pardon and juftification ? what is their foundation, 
and what is the influence of faith therein? . 

58. How are full fatisfaction and free pardon confiftent? 

5g. Is the finner forgiven before he repents ? 

6o. Is fan&ifying grace needful at all to any man, unlefs with 
refpect to that which is his duty, and in neglect of which he would 
be without excufe ? 

61. What is the fum of man’s duty, and what the effe@ produc- 
ed by the fan&ifying influence of the Holy Spirit ? 

62. Can that holy volition in us, which is the effect of divine 
power, be wholly our act, or our duty? 

63. How is it proved that unbelief is fin, and that all errors in 
moral matters are of a criminal nature ? 

64. Will the wicked heathens, Jews, Infidels and errorifts, of 
every kind be without excufe at the day of judgment ? 

65. What is the effence of true virtue, or holinefs ? 

66. Is there no virtue in the exercife of natural confcience, the 
moral fenfe, natural compaflion and generofity ? 

67. Is not felf-love the root of all virtue ? 

68. Do not the unregenerate defire to be regenerated, and can 
they not properly pray for regenerating grace ? 

69. Do they not defire the heavenly happinefs ? 

70. What is the utmoft the unregenerate do in the ufe of the 
means of grace ? 

71. Is any duty done by them therein ? 

92. Do they grow better in the ufe of means ? 

73. To what are they to be exhorted ? 

74. What isthe real advantage of the affiduous ufe of means to 
the unregenerate ? 

75. How do you ‘hts that the inftitution of the Sabbath is of 
perpetual obligation 

76. How is it that the Sabbath is changed from the feventh to 


the firft day of the week ? | 77. How 








73. How do you prove that public worlhip is to be celebrated 
on the Sabbath ? 
78. What is the foundation of the duty of prayer, fince God is 
omnaiicient and immutable ? 
79: How do you prove that family prayer is a duty? 
8o.. To whom are the promifes of the gofpel made, to the re- 
. enerate, or upregenerate ? 
81. Are no encouragements given to the unregenerage? 
82. How do you prove the faints’ perfeverance? 
$3. What ts the nature of a Chriflian Church ? 
_.84.. Who are fit for communion therein ? 
85. What is the nature and import of baptifm ? 
86. How do you prove infant-baptifm ? 
87. What is the nature of the Lord’s fupper ? 
,88.. What are the rules and end of church difcipline ? 
89. What is the charaéter of a good minifter of Chrift ’ 
go. In what does the happinefs of heaven confift ? 


——— + 


ANECDOTE OF A SAILOR. 

MR. Pratt, in the fecond volume of his Gleanings, relates an 
affecting anecdote of a failor on board the Venerable, the thip in 
which Admiral Duncan commanded the fleet in the action 
againit the Dutch, off Camperdown. He received the account 
from Dr. Duncan, Lord Duncan’s chaplain and relative, who, in 
the action, affifted the furgeon and his mate in binding up the 
wounds, and amputating the limbs of the unfortunate fufferers. 
“A mariner,” fays the dodor, “ of the name of Covey, was 
brought down to the furgery deprived of both his legs; and it was 
neceffary, fome hours after, to amputate ftill higher. “ I fuppofe,” 
faid Covey, with an oath, “thofe {ciffors will finifh the bufinefs 
of the ball, mafter mate ?” ‘Indeed, my brave fellow,’ cried the 
furgeon, ‘there is fome fear of it.’ “ Well, never mind,” {aid 
Covey, “ I have loft my legs to be fure, and mayhap may lofe my 
life; but,” continued he, with a dreadful oath, “ we have beat 
the Dutch !—we have beat the Dutch !—fo I'll even have another 
cheer for it:. Huzza! huzza!’’ 

This anecdote is rendered more interefting ftill, by fome prior 
and fubfequent circumftances attending this poor failor. Covey 
was a good feaman, and noticed among his fhipmates for his in- 
trepidity ; but he was pre-eminent in fin as well asin coura- 
geous actions. About a fortnight before the Englifh fell in with 
the Dutch fleet, he dreamed that they were in an engagement, in 
which both his legs were fhot off, and that, he was out of his 
mind. The dream made this courageous feaman tremble, and 
fometimes attempt to pray ; but, not liking to retain God tn his 

| thoughts, 
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thoughts, he éndeavoured to obliterate the impreflions from his 
memory, and the recolle@ion of his fins from his confcience, by 
drinking and blafphemous intercourfe with the fhip’s company. 

His efforts, however, were in vain. The thoughts of his fins, 
of God, and of death, haraffed his mind day and night, and fill- 
ed him with gloomy forebodings of what awaited him in this 
world and in the neat, till the fight of the Dutch fleet, and their 
converiation with each other concerning the heroic achievements 
they thould perform, difpelled the gloomy fubje& from ‘his mind. 
As the two fleets were coming into action, the noble Admiral, to 
fave the lives of his men, ordered them to lie flat on the deck, 
till, being nearer the enemy, their firing might do the more execu- 
tion. .The Dutch fhips at this time were pouring their broadfides 
into the Venerable as fhe paffed down part of the Dutch fleet, in 
order to break their line. This ftout-hearted and wicked Covey, 
having lott all the impreffions of his former reflections, heaped in 
rapid fuccetlion the moft dreadful imprecations on the eyes, and 
limbs, and fouls, of what he called his cowardly fhipmates, for 
lying down to avoid the ball of ‘the Dutch. He refufed to obey 
the order till, fearing the authority of an officer, not far from him, 
he in part complied, by leaning over a cafk which ftood near, till 
the word of command was given to fire. At the moment of rif- 
ing, a bar-fhot carried away one of his legs and the greater part 


of the other; but, fo inftantaneons was the ftroke, though he 


was fenfible of fomething like a jar in his limbs, he knew not 
that he had loft a leg till his ftump came to the deck, and he fell. 

When his legs were amputated higher up, and the noife of the 
battle had ceafed, he thought of his dream; and expected, that 
as one part of it was fulfilled, the other would be fo too. Indeed, 
conlidering the pain of amputating and dreffing both legs, and the 
agitation of his mind from fearing the full accomplifhment of his 
dream, it appears next to a miracle that he retained his reafon in the 
moft perfect tate ; but this was to be explained to him at a future 
period. Some time after, he came out of Haflar Hofpital, capable 
of walking by means of two wooden legs and two crutches ; but 
his {pirits were forely dejeéted, from fearing that as his fins had 
brought upon him the judgments of God in the lofs of his limbs, 
they would bring it upon him in the lofs of his reafon and the 
lofs of his foul._ 

Having heard of Orange Street Chapel, Portfea, he came 
on the firft Sabbath evening after his leaving the hofpital. ‘The 
text that evening was Mark v. 15, “And they come to Jefus, and 
fee him that was poffeffed with the devil, and had the legion, fit- 
ting, and clothed, and in his right mind.’ . The minifter repre- 
fented this demoniac as a fit emblem of finners in general; but 
efpecially of thofe who live without rule and order, drunkards, 
blafphemers, and injurious to themfelves and others; but his fit. 
. > ; ing 
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“ting at the feet of Jefus clothed, and in his right mind, as an en- 
gaging reprefentation of the finner converted to God by the 
goipel, made fenfible of the evil of fin, the value of-his foul, and 
the neceffity of falvation through a crucified Redeemer ; enjoying 
peace of mind, having fellowfhip with Chrift and his people, fub- 
mitting to the authority of the Scriptures, and receiving inftruc- 
tions from Chriit the friend of finners. Cavey liftened with atten- 
tion and iurprife ; wondered how the minitter fhould know him 
‘among fo many hundred people; or who could have told him 
his charaéter and ftate of mind. His aftonifhment was {till more 
increaied, when he found him defcribe, as he thought, the whole 
of his life, and even his ‘fecret fins. - He could not account for 
it, why a minifter fhould make a fermon all about him, a poor 
wooden-legged iailor. His fins being brought afrefh to his mind, 
filled him with horrors tenfold more gloomy than before. De- 
{pair for fome minutes took a firm hold on his fpirits; & he thought 
he was now going out of his mind, fhould die, and be loft; till the 
minilter declared Jefus Chrift was as willing to fave the vileft of 
finners, as he was to relieve this poor creature poffeffed of the 
devil; and that a man was reftored to his right mind when he 
believed in him. He now began to underftand the true interpre- 
tation of his dream. He thought he had been out of his mind ali 
his life, and that to love and ferve Jefus Chrift would be a refto- 
ration to his right fenfes again. He was now almoft overwhelm- 
ed-with pleaiure. While hearing of the aftonifhing love of Jefus 
Chrift to finners, hope took the place of defpair, and joy of grief 
and horror! ‘lhofe eyes which had never fhed a tear when he loft 
his legs; nor when the fhattered parts of his limbs were amputated, 
now wept in copious ftreams, flowing from ftrong fenfations of 
mingled joy and forrow ! : 

Some weeks afier this; he called and related to me the whole 
of his hiftory and experience. He was furprifed to find that I 
had never received any information about him at the time the 
fermon was preached, which fo exaétly met his cafe. Something 
more than twelve months after this time, he was received a mem- 
ber of our church, having given fatisfactory evidences of being 
a genuine and confiftent Chriftian. A few weeks fince, hearing 
he was ill, | went to vifit him. When I entered his room, he iaid, 
“Come in, thon man of God! I have been longing to fee you, 
and to tell you the happy ftate of my mind. I believe 1 fhall foon 
die, but death now has no terrors in it. ‘The fting of death 
is fin, but, thanks be to God, he has given me the victory through 
Jetus Chrift” 1 am going ‘to heaven! O! what has Jefus done 
for me, one of the vileft finners of the human race !”—A little 
before he died, when he thought “himfelf within a few hours of 
diffolution, he faid, “1 have often thought it was a hard thing to 
die, but now I find it a very eafy thing to die. The prefence of 
Chrift makes it eafy. The joy I feel from a fenfe of the “. $ 
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God to finners, from the thought of being with the Saviour, of 
being free from a finful heart, and of enjoying the prefence of 
God forever, is more than I can exprefs! O how different my 
thoughts of God, and of myfelf, and of another world, from what 
they were when | loft my precious limbs on board the Venerable ! 
It was a precious lofs to me! If I had not loft my legs I thould 
perhaps have loft my, foul.” With elevated and clafped hands, 
and with eyes gliftening with earneftnefs, through the tears which 
flowed down his face, he faid, **O, my dear minifter, | pray you, 
when I am dead, to preach a funeral fermon for a poor failor ; 
and tell others, efpecially failors, who are as ignorant and as wicked 
as I was, that poor blafpheming Covey found mercy with God, 
through faith in the blood of Chrift ! Tell them, that fince I have 
found mercy, none that feek it need to defpair. You know better 
than I do what to fay tothem! But, O! be in earneft with them ; 
and may the Lord grant that my wicked neighbours and fellow- 
failors may find mercy as well as Covey !”—He faid much more ; 
but his laft words he uttered were “ Hallelujah ! Hallelujah !”— 
If the anecdote of his fortitude and courage is worthy of being 
recorded, I think it due to Covey, and to the honour of divine 
grace, to relate his dying teftimony in favour of the religion of 
Jefus Chrift. I wifh Dr. Danean and Mr. Pratt had witnefled the 
laft dying hours of this once ignorant and blafphemous finner ;— 
they would have feen what a pleafing change was effe&ed by the. 
meek and efficacious grace of our compaflionate Redeemer. 
As thefe things require teRimony, I give you my name, 
Joun Gairrin. 


[ Lon. Evan. Mag. 
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ON THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 


It chills my blood, to hear the blest Supreme 
Rudely appeal’d to on each trifling theme ! 
Maintain your rank ; vulgarity despise ; 

To Swear, is neither brave, polite, nor wise ; 
You would not swear upon the bed of death ; 
Refiect ! Your Maker now could stop your breath. 


THE excellent Mr. Howe, being at dinner with fome perfons 
of fafhion, a gentleman expatiated largely in praife of King 
Charles I. introducing fome harfh reflections upon others. Mr. 
Howe, obferving that the gentleman mixed many oaths with his 
difcourfe, told him that, in his humble opinion, he had omitted a 
fingular excellence in the character of that prince. The gentle- 
man eagerly defired him to mention it, and feemed all impatience 
to know what it was. ‘It was this, Sir,’ faid Mr. Howe, ‘he 
was never heard to fwear an oath in common converfation.” The 
hint was as politely received as given ; and the gentleman prom- 
ied to break off the prattice. ieee 
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The fame Mr. Howe, once converfing with a nobleman in St. 
James’s Park, who fwore profanely in his converfation, exprefled 
great fatisfaction in the thought that there is a God, who governs 
the world, who will finally make retribution to all according to 
their works; and ‘ who, my lord,’ added he, ‘ will make a diifer- 
ence between him that fweareth, and him that feareth an oath.’ 
His lordihip immediately anfwered, ‘1 thank you, Sir, for your 
freedom ; I take your meaning, and fhall endeavour to make a 
good ufe of it.’ Mr, H. replied, ‘ 1 have reafon to thank your 
lordihip for faving me the moft difficult part of the difcourfe, 
which is the application. ‘ 

Another time, pafling two perfons of quality, who were talk- 
ing with great eagerpefs, and damned each other repeatedly ; 
Mr. H. faid to them, taking off his hat in a refpectful manner—‘ I 
pray God fave you both;’ for which handfome reproof they im- 
mediately returned him thanks.- 

The truly honourable Mr. Boyle, as eminent for philofophy as 
for morality, was fo careful to avoid this profane cuftom, that he 
never meutioned the name of God in his converfation, without 
making an obfervable paufe before it, that fo he might both feel, 
and diffuie among the company, the veneration due to the facred 
Majetty of the univerfe. 

The brave Colonel Gardiner took pains to prevent {wearing in 
his regiment, at the head of which he would publicly declare his 
abhorrence of it, urging all his officers to avoid giving, by their 
example, any fanétion to a crime, which it was their duty to pun- 
ith, A number of military gentlemen once dined with him at 
his own houfe, when he addreffled them with much refpect, and 
begged leave to remind them, that, as he was a juitice of the 
peace in that diftria@t, he was bound by oath to put the laws againft 
{wearing into execution ; and therefore entreated them to be upon 
their guard. Only one of the gentlemen offended on that day, 
who immediately paid the penalty, which was given to the poor, 
with the univerfal approbation of the company. 

A moment’s calm confideration will convince any rational per- 
fon of the impropriety of this cuftom, which is inexcufable, irra- 
tional, vulgar, and profane. 

It is inexcufable. There is lefs temptation to this vice than to any 
other. Some vices are excufed by calling them contftitutional ; 
but, as Archbifhop Tillotfon obferves, no man is born with a 
{wearing conftitution. It cannot procure credit to an affertion, 
‘becaufe it is oftener ufed to confirm a rafh or doubtful faying, than 
a plain truth. The man, who {wears, feems to doubt his own ve- 
racity, and well may others fufpect it ; for how can we believe he 
will be irue to man, who is falfe to God? Befides, the cuftom of 
{wearing to truths may infenfibly lead a man to fwear falfehoods. 
Perfons additted to this practice fcarcely know when they at 4 
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and fome, when reproved of it, have fworn that they did not 
fwear. , 

It is irrational, What greater proof of ftupid ignorance 
can be given than to ufe words without meaning? You call upon 
God (thocking to repeat) to dama your eyes—+your blood—your fouls. 
But have you confidered what damnation is? It is a word of. 
dreadful meaning. It is to be pronounced accurfed of God in 
the day of judgment. It is to hear Jefus fay, ‘ Depart from me, 
ye curied, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. But furely you do not mean this. 

It is vulgar. ‘That fome gentlemen fwear, is too true; but 
it can never be deemed the mark of a gentleman ; for it isa 
vice common to the vileit characters in the loweit ranks of focie- 
ty. It produces the mott difgraceful equality—it puts the hon- 
ourable, the learned, the polithed, and the delicate, upon a level. 
with the moit ignorant and depraved. 

It is projane. Do you believe there is a God? Have you heard 
that he is the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, before 
whom angels veil their faces—whofe exiftence and terrible Majef- 
ty even the devils believe, trembling ? Go, profane finner, hide 
thyielf in the daft whence thou walt originally taken. Who art 
thou, impioufly daring to fet thy mouth againft the heavens? 
You would not fwear.in the prefence of a perfon of eminence ; 
and will you treat the King of kings, the God of the whole earth,’ 
with lefs refpeé&? You would perhaps refrain from {wearing ma- 
ny hours together, if it were to exempt you from fome temporal 
lafs, or to procure fome temporal gain. And do you treat the 
commands, the promifes, and the threatenings, of the moft High 
God, as if they were unworthy of your notice? The fovereiga 
command of the Governor of the univerfe is, SwEAR NOT, AT ALL. 
Thou salt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,—and the 
awtul fanétion of this command is, For the Lord will not hold him 
guiltle/s, who taketh his name in vain: that is, he will punifh him 
with fignal vengeance—he will make him feel the thunder of his 
irrefiftible and deftructive power. 

- Reader, hitherto thy tongue has, perhaps, been thy fhame, but 
from this time, let it become thy glory. Let it be ufed to the 
honour of him, whofe word fays, Bie/s and curfe not. Let no cor- 
rupt communication proceed out of your mouib ; but that which is good to 
the ufe of edifying, that it may minifler grace to the hearers. 

- Befides thefe horrid oaths, which fhock every decent ear, there 
is a vicious habit indulged by many perfons, otherwife moral, and 
among thefe, even ladies themfelves, of a thoughtlefs, profanation 
of their Maker’s name, on occafions the moft trivial, as when they 
fay, ‘ Good God ! God: forbid ! God blefs us! O Lord,’ &c, &e. 
Such language proceeds from want of reverence for the beft of 
Beings, and is as direét a violation of that command, Thgu halt 
Botigake the name of the Lord thy God in vain,’ as the moft vulgar and 
profane oaths. 
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LORD’S DAY. 

PERMIT a friend, who wifhes well to all mankind, refpectful- 
ly and affectionately to remind you of a divine law, too much 
forgotten by many, perhaps by you—-REMEMBER THE SABBATH- 
DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY. 

This is the command of the great God, the Maker of heaven 
and earth; Six days /halt thou labour and do all thy work ; but the 
Jeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. He claims this day 
as hisown. And can you refufe fo jult a claim? He has hallowed 
this day ; that is, he has made it holy ; he has referved it for his 
own fervice ; he has ordained, that from the beginning of the world 
to the end of it, the children of men fhould employ the facred 
. hours in holy aéts of private or public worfhip. 

Confider how neceffary and reafonable the appointment ! It is nec- 
eflary,. were it only to give fuitable reft to the bodies of man and 
beaft. ; Without this merciful inftitution, how many would have al- 
lowed neither themfelves nor their fervants proper feafons of repofe ! 
If there were no Sabbath in a nation, there would foon be no re- 
ligion. ‘The merciful God appoints a Sabbath for your good. 
It is for your fake, not his own, that he requires it. He teeks 
your good, your everlafting good; for he has not only hallowed 
this day, but he has alfo d/efed it. The King of heaven, fitting 
on the throne of mercy, gives audience on this belt of days to the 
affembled fubjeéts of his gracious empire. Millions of happy 
{pirits, now in heaven, will blefs God to all eternity, for the {pirit- 
ual bleffings of Chrift Jelus, which, when on earth, they received 
on this happy day; and thoufands, now on their way to glory, 
find it good for them to draw near to God, and jultly elteem a 
day in his courts better than a thoufand. So that you ar: an enemy 
to yourtelf, if you profane this day. If you love your own foul, 
_ why will you lofe the opportunity of being happy ? 

Many have found that a Sabbath well ipent, is ufually followed 
by a profperous week. Lord Chief Juftice Hale made the follow- 
ing obfervation: “1 have found,” faid he, “that a due obferv- 
ing the duty of the Lord’s day hath ever joined to it a blefling 
upon the reft of my time; and the week that hath been fo begun, 
hath been bleffed and profperous to me: And on the other fide, 
when I have been negligent of the duties of this day, the reft of 
the week hath been untuccetsful, and unhappy to my fecular em- 
ployments.” 

And has not God frequently manifefted his anger againft fab- 
hath-breakers ? How many have perifhed in the midit of their 
amufements, and been fuddenly called to the bar of God, while 
engaged in actual rebellion againft him! How many lovers of 
pleafure have been known, whofe dying agonies have been awful- 
ly increafed by the fad remembrance of the manner in which they 
{pent their former Sabbaths! And how many unhappy criminals 
have, in their laft moments, afcribed their ruin to this fin! Beware 


of a vice fo dangerous in its tendency, fo fatal in its confequences. 
Vol. IV. No. 12. Mum Do 
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Do you hope to go to heaven when you die? I know you do. 
But confider how the faints in glory are employed. They keep 
perpetual Sabbath, andthe worthip of God ‘is their conliant de- 
light. How could you enjoy an eternal Sabbath, who now turn 
your back upon God’s worthip, or fay of the Sabbath, What a 
qvearine/s 1s it ? 

No more let worldly bufinefs, nor vain amufements, ‘engrofs 
thefe holy hours. You niuft not rob God ; the day ‘is‘all his own. 
Say not, What harm is there in taking a little amufement atier di- 
vine fervice? ‘Think a’moment, and you will perceive the sarm. 
Why thould you erafe the impreflions of holy things as‘foon as 
they are made? Is not retirement as neceflary as public worthip ? 
Retire and read your Bible. Converfe with God in'prayer. ‘Con- 
verie with your own heart. Converfe with good books. Have 
you Leen .o church, and heard of Chriit and falvation by him? 
Huve you heard of the naturai ttate of ‘man as a finner? Inquire 
Whether you have ever*known ‘a change of heart. Has fome holy 
temper, or moral duty, been recommended to you from the pulpit ? 
Endeavour to fix the neceflity ‘and beauty of it in your mind, that 
fo you may bring it into ‘practi¢e. This is the way to ‘keepa 
Chriitian Sabbath ; and thus proceeding in the fear of God,*you 
may humbly hope for God’s bleffing in the prefent world, and in 
the world to come. 


Bleffed is the man that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it. 





THE IMPORTANCE OF SPEAKING TRUTH. 


Dare to be true----nothing can need a he; 
The fault that needs it most, grows two thereby. HERBERT. 


WHEN Pompey, the Roman general, was defired not to fet 
fail in a tempeft that would hazard his life, he replied, * It is nec- 
effary for me to fail, but itis not neceflary for me to live.” ‘Sure- 
ly it becomes a Chrittian with equal magnanimity to fay, “I muf 
fpeak truth, and I can leave the event with the God of truth.” 

How amiable is the character of Verus! By a long courfe of 
integrity, and an invariable adherence to truth, he has te eftab- 
lifhed his reputation, that his word is equally relied on as his 
bond ; and all who know him, take pleafure in dealing with him. 
When he fells, he never unjuftly commends his own goods ; and 
when he buys, he fcorns to depreciate the value of another’s. 
‘His promifes are always made with caution, and fulfilled with 
punctuality ; and if he is called by duty to make oath before a 
magi(trate, he never equivocates or prevaricates, (as is the prac- 
tice of too many, in what they call cuflomary oaths ;) but regards 
it as a molt facred obligation. As he abhors falfehood himfelf, 
he never countenances it in his fervants, or his children ; nor will 
he fuffer the fafhionable vice of denying that any of his family 
are at home, becaufe it may be inconvenient to be feen. This 
confiftency of conduct has gained him the entire confidence of all 
who know him, and a peace and ferenity within his own bofom 


ftill more valuable. On 
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On the other hand, Mennax verifies the faying, The bread of de- 
ceit is fweet to.a man, but afterward his mouth fhall be filed with gravel. 
He is under perpetual anxiety of mind; his imagination is ever 
on the rack te invent new falfehoods, that he may conceal former 
ones; and his memory not being competent to the recollection of 
all his deceptions, his folly is continually expofed to thole with 
whom he ftands conneéed ; and his charadter is fo completely 
ruined, that he cannot be believed even when he fpeaks the truth, 
In fhort, he is a tarment to himfelf, an obje& of contempt with oth- 
ers, and an abomination to the Lord; while they that deal truly are 
his delight. The hp of truth fhall be eftablifbed forever, but a lying 
tongue is but for a moment. 

Though the man, who ufes falfehoods, fhould efcape detection 
from his fellow creatures, yet how will he fiand before the all- 
feeing God, who knows our fecret thoughts; and whofe judg- 
ments are true and righteous altogether? Hath he not faid, Ai 
liars fhall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
fone ? 'Yhere fhall in no wife enter the heavenly city any thing that 
defileth, or maketh a lie. The Lord hates a lying tongue. He that 
fpeaketh lies foal! perifh, He has given us on record fome awful 
manifettations of his wrath againft it, particularly in the inftances 
of Ananias, and Sapphira his wife. who were inftantly, ftruck with 
death, though they appear to have told part of the truth: a con- 
duct which many deem fufficiently correct, who feem to ftudy how 
far they may {werve from the direé line of truth, without faying 
what is abfolutely contrary to it ; but God has commanded us to 
walk, not on the edge, but “ in the midf of the paths of judgment;”’ 
and has marked the contrary conduét in the above, as well as oth- 
er inftances, with fevere, but ju& punifhment. 

But fome may object, that lies are neceffary in their bufinefs, 
and that without the ufe of them, their families muft ftarve. Let 
fuch remember, that the fame God who ftriétly enjoins us to fpeak 
the truth, has done it not only for his own glory, but for our hap- 
pinefs ; and has given ample promifes of all needful things. to 
thofe who put their truft in him. Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
truft alfo in him, and be fhall bring it to pafs. And he hath emphatic- 
ally faid, 4 poor man is better than a liar. The getting of treafures by 
a lying tongue is a vanity toffed to and fro of them that feek death. 

Reader! are you a parent. or the head of a family ? Urge upon 
your children and fervants the neceflity and advantage of {peaking 
the truth at all times. Be efpecially careful left they find in your 
condu& any example of fwerving from truth. even in trivial things, 
as example is univerfally found more prevalent than precept. 

Children { our dear young friends, we pray you to confider how 
much you would fin, were you to give way to the temptation of 
gelling lies ! You cannot hide any thing from God, and if you live 
and die in the love of -/ying, he will furely punifh you forever in hell. 

Before the righteous tribunal of God we mutt all appear ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 


done, whether it be good or bad, RELIGIOUS 
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Religious Jntelligence. 


The following are Extracts of Letters to the Directors of the London Mis- 
,. stenary Society, from the Missionaries Gran and Desgranges, at Vizagapat- 


am ; and Srom Dr. Taylor at Calcutta. 


T will afford you much pleasure to 

iind that we are so conveniently sit- 
uated for being useful in the English 
and Telinga languages. We have 
not yet taken possession of the spot 
of ground which was given us; but 
expect to receive a grant of it ina 
few days. It contains nearly ten 
acres, and is exceedingly well situ- 
ated for a garden, school-house, &c. 

We have begun something like a 
school, or rather two. The poor 
children of colour attend at the 
house in which we live ; and one of 
the European soldiers, whom we 
trust the Lord hath called by his 
grace, instructs them in reading, 
&c. Besides these, there are six 
children placed under our immedi- 
ate care ; and we hope the number 
will increase. - These, on the Sab- 
bath afternoon, are instructed in 


‘ the principles of the Christian relig- 


ion. It is unnecessary to remind 
you how acceptable a few school- 
books, catechisms, &c. would be to 
us. A set or twoof the Evangelical 
Magazine will be a treasure to us. 

We persevere in our Telinga 
studies: and hope, ere long, to do 
something ameng the natives in 
their own language, and to be able to 
draw up afew small tracts. How 
happy should we be to put into the 
hands of those around us a part of 
the Scriptures. 

The natives continue friendly ; 
they often call and talk with us on 
the Christian religion ; but the bra- 
mins do all they can to keep them 
in darkne; They are apoor de- 
praved sef@fmen. A person must 
have an unfeeling heart who is not 
constraine:! to shed tears over them, 
We cannot say that any abiding im- 
pression has been made on the mind 
of a single native; but hope our la- 
bours among Europeans and people 


Ev. Mag. 


of colour have been blessed. Still 
we hope to see the day dawn! 

We long to hear how the Mission- 
ary Cause prospers. A few of us 
meet on the first Monday evening of 
every month, when we pray for you 
all. Pray for us. 

From another Letter. 

Gop continues to smile on this 
infant mission. Amidst surround. 
ing darkness, we perceive a beam of 
light which cheers our hearts. We 
have had experience of indisposi- 
tion, but, through mercy, we are 
now able to attend to our studies, 


_&c. The piece of ground mention- 


ed in our last, is in a state of culti- 
vation, and is remarkably well situ- 
ated for building on, and for gar- 
dens. On account of the difficulty 
and expense of hiring a house, we 
resolved to get a small one erected 
on the ground ; and the foundation 
was laid to-day. It will cost, in- 
cluding adjoining buildings, about 
1500 rupees. We have drawn up a 
plan of a charity-school, to be erect- 
ed by voluntary subscription ; and 
upwards of 1000 rupees are already 
subscribed. You will be glad to 
hear that the young folks, under our 
care, have increased in numbers : 
and we hope that there are some 
among them who will soon assist us, 
and be able to teach in the charity- 
school. 

The gentlemen of the settlement 
pay into our hands about thirty ru- 
pees per month, for procuring rice 
for the rea/ objects of distress ; and 
which is distributed under our im- 
mediate inspection to all who are 
unable to work. We have general- 
lv about 150 poor objects round the 
door every Sabbath ; and whose 
miserable state is enough to pierce 
the hardest heart. O that they 

were 
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were only half as anxious for food 
for their souls as they are for their 
bodies ! 

We have made considerable nro- 
gress in the language, particularly 
in reading and understanding t the 
plain books ; but the Telinga lan- 
guage is so copious, that a person, 
destitute of the elementary books, 
finds it a hard task. Blessed be 
God, we find many of the difficul- 
ties removed, and begin to converse 
with the poor Heathen on the love 
of Christ. 

Mr. Loveless has accepted of a 
very useful situation in the Male 
Asvlim at Madras; and preaches 
in English two or three times every 
week to pretty large congregations. 
We have just heard that he was 
married on the 9th inst. to a Miss 
Farquerson, who came to this coun- 
try in the same vessel with him. 

We want many more Missiona- 
ries. Without numbers, nothing 
can be done. Millions are perish- 
ing! *“O come over and help us !” 
Send books and good Missionaries 
to us, and the Lord will give you 
souls for your hire, &c. 

G. Cran, 
A. DESGRANGES. 
Extract of a Letter from Dr. Taylor, 
datea Ca/cutta. 

My last letter informed you, that 
the afflicting intelligence of Mrs. 
Taylor’s death had determined me 
to return to Bengal. I arrived 
here on the 28th of Februarv: and 
experienced a kind and affectionate 
reception from the missionary 
brethren and other friends. About 
four weeks after my return, I pro- 
posed to proceed to Bombay; but 
having counselled with the brethren 
here, we determined that it would 
be advisable for me to continue two 
or three months longer, for the fol- 
lowing. reasons: —That mv mind 
was by no means in a fit state for ro- 
ing toa new and difficult station : 
and that here I could apply to some 
ofthe languages spoken at Surat. 
I was also unwilling to leave the 
family at Serampore in its present 
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sickly state, as there is no other 
medical person now on the spot. 

I have some thoughts, if Govern- 
ment permit, of going to Bombay 
by proceeding up the Ganges and 
the Soane, and along the Nirbudda. 
As Ican go most part of the way in 
a boat, the expense would hot be 
very great; and by this route I 
should be able to explore an exten- 
sive tract of country: I should also 
be learning the Hindoostanee and 
Mahratta languages in the most ef- 
fectual manner, by conversing with 
the natives. I could distribute 
some of the Hindoostanee Gospels 
and Tracts; and possibly tell the 
people somethi ting about the gospel 
plan of salvation. 

Allow me to request you to send 
us assistance to Surat as soon as 
possible. I hope you will not think 
of sending less than six at first. 
Will you be so good as to send with 
them all the Persian and Arabic 
books you can. 

I hope I shall write you next 
from Bombay or Surat. As at the 
time you will receive this letter J 
shall probably be exposed to perils, 
either by sea or land, I trust you 
will remember me at the throne of 
grace ; and that at all times you 
will implore for me that strength 
and zeal which are necessary ‘for 
the discharge of missionary duties, 

Iam, &c. &c. 
J. Taytor. 





Extract of a Letter from ¥. Marsh- 
man to the Rev. Dr. Green, Phil- 
adelphia; dated Serampore, Novem- 
ber 4, 1806. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

You will be pleased to hear that 
the Lord has not fotsaken ts} but 
still continues to own: our humble 
and weak efforts to promote his 
cause in this land. Withjg about 
twenty months past we he aptiz- 
ed nearly fifty of those Wo once 
bowed down to roy idols, the 
g eater part of whom, by their walk 
and conversation, Sficrd us a degree 
of pleasure peculiar, perhaps, to 
persotrs in our circumstances. 
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We havé, also, the happiness of 
seeing not a few of them our help- 
érs in the work of the Lord. Had 
you been present this evening, you 
would have felt pleasure of no com- 
mon kind, while joining with us in 
giving the parting benediction to six 
native brethren, going out to carry 
the news of life to their perishing 
fellow-countrymen. 

It will be acceptable to the friends 
of God and man, with yon, to hear 
that their generous exertions to for- 
ward the translations of the Sacred 
Scriptures into the Indian languages, 
are not in vain. The Lord is great- 
ly enlarging us in this work, and 
that in such a manner as leaves no 
doubt whether it be his hand or not. 
The New Testament, in five lan- 
Busses, is now in the press; the 

engalee, the Hindoosthanee, the 
Mahratta, the Orissa, and the Sang- 
skrit languages; and translations 
in five others are going forward suc- 
cessfully. Among these the good- 
ness of God respecting the Chinese, 
demands particular acknowledg- 
ments (when we consider the number 
of souls interested) in giving us so 
able and judicious a translator in 
the person of Mr. Lossar, and in 
enablingsome of the younger branch- 
es of the family to make so rapid 
a progress in the Chinese language 
and characters, as well as in the 
originals of the Scriptures, that the 
most pleasing prospect is afforded of 
the sacred oracles’ being one day, 
not only wholly translated into that 
extraordinary language, but of this 
translation being so fully revised, 
and compared with other writings, 
in the language, as shall remove 
every doubt of its fidelity and accura- 
cy. With the most cordial regards 
to our honoured Christian brethren 
with you, I remain, reverend and 
dear very sincerely yours. 

e As. Mag. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
Extract of a Letter from Dr. Van- 
derkemp, dated Bethelsdorp. 

In my last, Linformed you of the 
wonderful interposition of Provi- 
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dence in our behalf, by a sudden 
change of Government: immedi- 
ately after which, Sir David Baird 
permitted us to return to Bethels- 
dorp. I left the Cabe Feb. 5, ac- 
companied by Brother Sinet, and 
eleven Hottentot men and women ; 
and arrived here March 12. Brother 
Read, who came by sea, arrived here, 
to the inexpressible joy of our people, 
twelve days before me. He was in 
the most imminent danger of ship- 
wreck on the coast of Cafiraria ; but 
God preserved him. 

We found, to our joy, the work of 
converting grace going on prosper: 
ously ; and we admired the success 
with which that exemplary sister 
Smith had setup a school ; in which 
Hottentot children are instructed to 
knit stockings, &c. She is univer- 
sally beloved and respected by ali 
our people. Besides her conversa- 
tion with the females, who seem to be 
concerned about their souls, she 
keeps a weckly-meeting with our 
baptized sisters ; and mstructs them, 
by way of catechising, in the practic- 
al as well as doctrmal truths of the 
religion of Christ. 

‘the Landrost has spontaneously 
permitted us and ull our people to 
plough and to .ew, this season, up- 
on an excellent piece of ground be- 
longing jo Government, in our 
nei. bourhood. O that we may be 
thanastu, and trust him without re- 
serve in all our circumstances, 


Extract of a Letter from Brother 
dead. Betheisdorp. 

Tue Cape had no sooner capitu- 
lated t an we were imtroduced to 
Sir Davia Baird; and our way to re- 
turn to Bethelsdorp was at once 
opened. ‘Thus were our prayers and 
the prayers of our dear people fully 
answered. He assured us of his 
protection, and otieredi every as- 
sistance the institution might need. 
We only begged that the articles 
which had lain so long at the Cape 
might be transported to Algoa Bay 
by the frst vessel that might sail 
for that place; which was granted. 


On 
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On the 3d of February we went 
to take leave of his Excellency, in- 
tending on the morrow to set off 
for ®cthelsdorp, when he expressed 
his wish that I should go by sea to 
accompany Capt. Cuyler, who was 
appointed Landrost of Vitenhage : 
a district formed by the Dutch from 
that of Graaff Reinet and Zwelien- 
dam, to which our institution be- 
longs. A sense of obligation would 
not suffer me to refuse, although it 
was hard to be separated from my 
wife (whose circumstances would 
not allow her to accompany me) and 
my dear brethren and sisters. On 
the 5th, Brother Vandérkemp, &c. 
began their journey; and I was on- 
ly waiting for a moderate wind to 
get on board. Onthe 7th I sailed 
out of Table Bay, with the troops 
bound for Algoa Bay. We were 
soon becalmed, and had afterwards 
acontrary wind; so that we were 
eight days before we could get 
round the Cape. 

We had a vovage of twenty-two 
days, which is often accomplished 
in three or four ; and were in great 
danger of being lost. Having no 
map of the coast, we over-ran the 
bay; and came, in the night of the 
23d, between an island off Caffre- 
land and the main land: we came 
under full sail before the wind, and 
were within a quarter of a mile of 
the rocks, Ds we saw them. 
The island or islands are called here 
the Bird Islands, about one degree 
from Algoa Bay. Here the Lord’s 
goodness was manifested to one of 
the unworthiest of all his servants. 
The night before, we were near be- 
ing destroyed by fire. Thus He, 
who hath delivered, does deliver : 
in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver. 

I had an opportunity while on 
board, of holding forth the word of 
life; but saw not much fruit. Since 
my arrival here, I have gone as oft- 
en as possible to Fort Frederic, 
where I have an opportunity of 
preaching the gospel to my poor 
countrymen, and others who attend ; 
but as yet, I have seen no instance 
of converting grace. 
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I arrived at our dear Bethels- 
dorp, March 1, in the evening; 
where I was received with univer- 
sal joy: even the old Hottentot 
women, who otherwise would not 
leave their houses, appeared to join 
in the general acclamations by clap- 
ping of the hands, &c.; and I Was 
afraid of being smothered by their 
caresses. We found the Lord’s 
work prospering; many, many 
thirsting for the water of life! We 
found our dear mether Smith la- 
bouring with great zeal, both for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of 
our people ; of whom we shall give 
a more particular account in our 
Report. J. Reap. 





BRITISH PRISONERS IN 
FRANCE. 


C. L. assures us, that there are 
upwards of 5,000 Britons immured 
in the prisons of France,—suffering, 
in a foreign land, the miseries of 
hunger, nakedness, and sickness ! 
What little is done for them by 
their friends, is through the private 
medium of the banking-house of 


’ Messrs. Coutts and Co. who would, 


no doubt, be happy to remit them 
much larger supplies. ; 
In the mids’ of these miseries, 
he informs us, and we receive the 
information with inexpressible joy, 
that at Serre-Libre, one of the prin- 
cipal prisons in France, where so 
many of our countrymen axe confin- 
ed, the Sabbath is sanctified ! 
the Scriptures are daily read ;—the 
young men and boys, amounting to 
hundreds, who never had instruction 
before, are formed into a school ; 
and the work of the Lord is, we 
trust, prospering among them, un- 
der all the diseouragements of a 
gloomy prison. Some of the poor 
lads, now prisoners there, may have 
reason to bless God, through all 
eternity, that ever they were carri- 
ed captives to those wall r there 
they may first have heard@to some 
good purpose, of that precious Sa- 
viour who, by his word and Spirit, 
sets captive sinners free. This 


blessed 
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blessed work of instruction was set Serre-Libre.—May the Lord re- 
Kg on foot, and is carrying on, by some ward them richly for their labours 

pious masters of merchant vessels, of love,—und may he open the 
a who have long been prisoners in hearts of his people in their behalf: 
d : Ev. Mag. 
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"4 [ love them that love me, and those that seek me early shail find me. 
: Proy. vill. 17- 
a O narry souls that love the Lord, 

: He will return you love for love ; 

4 All needful grace he will afiord 

a To such as seek the joys above. 


They in his kind protection share, 
He is their Fathér and their Friend ; 
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Jesus will soften all their care, 
‘& And help in every trouble send. 
: 
: He views their graces with delight, 
g He stands engag’d to do them good ; 
Hy Their souls are precious in his sight, 
fi Bought with the price of lis rich blood. 
' Who would not serve so kind a God ? 
i Who would not learn to trust his name ’ 


. Who would not tremble at his rod, 
: And fly to hide them near the Lamb ? 


i 

4 © come and taste his matchless love ; 

a Ye young in years, come seek the Lord ; 
i Ask, now, for wisdom from above, 

4 And God your wishes will regard. 

ih 

if Your early eries shall please him well; 

® - © let not sin your souls ensnare ; 

es Come, shun the paths of death and hell, 

oe Religion’s noblest pleasures share. 


mn Jesus is worthy of your love, 
*. O let him have your first regard ; 


a Nor let your youthful passions rove, 

& Till you can say you leve the Lord. 
fi 

ts So shall your growing years be blest, 


¥ The church shail over you rejvice, 
Jesus himself shall be your rest, 
While angels glory in your choice. 


* END OF VOL. Iv 














